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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  STAFF. 

School  Medical  Officer. 

H.  HYSLOP  THOMSON,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

County  Medical  Office,  Hertford. 

Assistant  School  Jlf € cheat  Ofjiccvs. 

Bushey  Urban. 


AVELING,  K.  J.,  M B.,  B.S., 

M.R.C.S.,  M.R.CP. 

Chalk  Hill , Watford. 

* BALLANCE,  A.  C.,  B.Ch. 

North  Place , Hatfield. 

BUCHANAN,  J.,  M.B 

20,  Station  Road,  Watford. 

CLARKE,  A.  E.,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.  Rickmansworth  Urban 
Rickmansworth . 

* COX,  W.  J.,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Municipal  Offices,  Watford. 

* DUNN,  R.  A.,  M.D.,  D.Hy. 

The  Cedars,  Bengeo,  Hertford. 


Hatfield  and  Welwyn  Rural. 
Watford  Borough  (part  of ).  f 


Watford  Borough  (part  of).! 


Bishops  Stortford,  Hertford,  Hoddesdon  and 
Ware  Urban,  and  Hertford  and  Ware 
Rural  (part  of).|| 

Chorleywood  Urban. 


EVANS,  R.,  D.Sc.,  M.B. 

Cr oxley  Green. 

EWING,  A.  W.,  B.A.,  M.R.C.S. 

Puckeridge. 

* FRASER,  H.,  M.B.,  C.M. 

Harpenden. 

* GROSVENOR,  A.  A.,  M.D.  ... 

Stevenage. 

GILROY,  E.  W.,  M.D.,  B.S.  ... 

Hemel  Hempstead. 

* HARDIE,  C.  F.,  M.A.,  M.B., 

L.R.C.P. 

Highfield ; Wood  Street,  Barnet. 

MACFADYEN,  N.,  M.B.,  Hitchin,  Letchworth  and  Royston  Urban 

* MrnYMnNT  M nS*’  D,P,H*  ,,  Ashwe11  and  Hitchin  Rural.  ' 

MeCLYMONT,  J.,  M.D.  ...  Cheshunt  Urban. 
hnfield. 

PATON,  R.  R.  K.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  St.  Albans  City  and  Rural. 

D.P.H. 

96  Victoria  Street,  St.  A Pans. 

LAVY,  E.  E.,  M.A.,  M.D.  Sawbridge worth  Urban  and  Hadham  Rural 


Buntingford,  Hadham  (part  of)  § and  Ware 
(part  of).  || 

Harpenden  Urban. 

Stevenage  Urban. 

Hemel  Hempstead  Rural  (part  of)  and 
Watford  Rural  (part  of).J 
Barnet  Urban. 


Little  Hadham. 

* ROSE,  A.,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  ... 

Cranbourne  House,  Station  Road, 
New  Barnet. 

SHADBOLT,  L.  P.,  L.R.C.P.  ... 

Bushey  Grove,  Watford. 

* SUGGIT,  B.,  M.B.,  C.H.B.  ... 

Baldock. 

TURNER,  J.  W„  D.P.H., 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Sherwood  House,  Berkhampstead. 


(part  of). § 

East  Barnet  Valley  and  Barnet  Rural. 


Hemel  Hempstead  Rural  (part  of)  and 
Watford  Rural  (part  of).** 

Baldock  Urban. 

Berkhampstead  and  Tring  Urban,  and 
Berkhampstead  Rural. 


SCHOOL-NURSING  STAFF. 

FOUR  HEALTH  VISITORS  and  SCHOOL  NURSES. 

88  NURSES  of  Local  Nursing  Associations. 

* Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

t Alexandra,  Callow  Land,  St.  Andrew’s,  and  Victoria  C.C.  Schools. 

ii  n lgh  Wych  Allen’s  Green,  and  Thorley  under  Dr.  Reckitt,  rest  of  Hadham  R.D.  under  Dr  Ewine 

Dr  EwinTrao^w’  Lpt,:]?  Manden,  Puckeridge  C.E.,  Puckeridge  R.C.,  and  Standon  undtr 
ul  JBiWuig,  rest  of  Ware  R.D.  under  Dr.  Dunn. 

R C ^eechen  Grove  C.C. , Central  C.C.,  Chater  C.C.,  Parkgate  Road  C.C.,  Field  C.C.,  Holy  Rood 
Uxhey  C.C. , and  Defective  Schools. 

C F*  rLyingd^n,f’?;’  ^ourne  End  C.E.,  Flamstead  C.C.,  Gt.  Gaddesden  C.E.,  Gt.  Gaddesdon  Row 
Markyate  Sebright,  Markyate  Street,  Leverstock  Green  and  Nash  Mills. 

C-5-'  KinSs  I-angley  C.C.,  Abbots  Langley  C.E.,  Bedmond,  Langleybury  C.E., 
Aldenham  C.E.,  Radlett  C.E.,  West  Hyde  C.C.,  Sarratt  C.E.,  Leavesden  C.E. 


4 


Chapter  l .—A  D M I N I ST  RAT  ION. 


The  following  Report,  which  is  the  nineteenth  of  its  series, 
gives  particulars  of  the  work  of  School  Medical  Inspection  and 
of  the  treatment  of  defects  in  school  children  carried  out  during 
the  year. 

In  the  following  tables  particulars  are  given  of  the  work 
of  the  respective  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  during 
the  year. 

In  Table  I particulars  are  given  regarding  the  population 
and  the  average  number  of  children  on  the  books  in  the  Urban 
and  Rural  Districts.  The  estimated  population  for  the  county 
for  1926  was  355,300,  compared  with  346,600  for  1925,  and  the 
average  number  of  children  on  the  books  40,536,  compared  with 
39,888  for  the  previous  year. 

Table  II  gives  information  regarding  the  actual  number  of 
inspections  and  visits  to  schools  made  by  the  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officers  during  the  year.  If  the  various  columns  are 
referred  to  it  will  be  seen  that  the  work  has  on  the  whole  been 
efficiently  carried  our  during  the  year,  as  with  one  exception 
all  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  made  more  visits  to  the 
schools  than  were  actually  reauired. 


TABLE  I.— Areas  of  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers. 


I 

Estimated 

Average 

Districts. 

Number  o: 

Assistant  School 

Acreage. 

Population, 

Children 

Medical  Officer. 

1926. 

on  Books. 

Urban. 

| 

1 Baldock 

362 

2,812 

388 

Suggit,  B. 

2 Barnet 

3,114 

12,710 

1,432 

Hardie,  C.  F. 

3 Berkhampstead  . 

4 Bishop’s  Stortford 

1 ,208 

7 , 489 

728 

Turner,  j.  W. 

3,371 

8,841 

906 

Dunn,  R.  D. 

5 Bushey 

3,081 

8,766 

851 

Aveling,  K.  j. 

6 Cheshunt 

8,479 

14,350 

2,038 

McClymont,  J 

7 Chorleywood 

1,989 

2,801 

189 

Evans,  R. 

8 East  Barnet  Valley 

2,644 

14,790 

1,505 

Rose,  A. 

9 Idarpenden 

1,633 

6,643 

691 

Fraser,  Id. 

10  Kernel  Hempstead 

7,184 

14,100 

— 



1 1 Hertford 

1,501 

11,070 

1,334 

Dunn,  R.  A. 

12  Hitchin 

3,675 

13,190 

1,679 

Macfadyen,  N. 

13  Hoddesdon 

1,576 

5,507 

766 

Dunn,  R.  A. 

1 4 Letchworth . 

3,652 

12,240 

1,881 

Macfadyen,  N. 

15  Rickmanswortli  . 

2,790 

8,870 

934 

Clarke,  A.  E. 

16  Royston 

1 ,003 

3,737 

453 

Macfadyen,  N. 

17  St.  Albans  . 

2,703 

26,350 

3,217 

Paton,  R.  R.  K. 

18  Sawbridgeworth  . 

2,678 

2 , 439 

393 

Reckitt,  E.  B. 

19  Stevenage  . 

4,545 

5,141 

575 

Grosvenor,  A.  A. 

20  Tring 

4,407 

4,251 

551 

Turner,  J.  W. 

21  Ware  . 

629 

6 , 0 4 4 

931 

Dunn,  R.  A. 

22  Watford 

2,238 

50,033 

5,987 

f Buchanan,  T. 
t Cox,  W.  j.  " 

Total  Urban 

.64,462 

242 , 183 

27,429 

Rural. 

1 Ashwell 

22,049 

3,477 

417 

Macfadyen,  N. 

2 Barnet 

9,216 

4 , 880 

563 

Rose,  A. 

3 Berkhampstead  . 

18,383 

4,775 

622 

Turner,  J.  W. 

4 Buntingford 

28,470 

4,795 

716 

Ewing,  A.  W. 

5 Hadham 

25,468 

5,243 

669 

j j > > y 

\ — 

Baliance,  A.  C. 

6 Hatfield 

23,486 

8,880 

1,262 

7 Hemel  Hempstead 

19,994 

7,691 

1,011 

f Gilroy,  E.  W. 

( Shadbolt,  h.  P. 

8 Hertford 

33.468 

7,175 

991 

Dunn,  R.  A. 

9 Hitchin 

55,174 

13,940 

1,943 

Macfadyen,  N. 

10  St.  Albans  . 

37,066 

16,810 

1,517 

Paton,  R.  R.  K. 

1 1 Ware  . 

33,953 

11,390 

1 ,427 

f Dunn,  R.  A. 

\ Ewing,  A.  W. 

12  Watford 

26,854 

17,517 

1,107 

f Shadbolt,  L.  P. 
f Gilroy,  E.  W. 

13  Welwyn 

6,480 

6,544 

862 

Baliance,  A.  C. 

Total  Rural 

340,061 

113,117 

13,107 

Total  for  County 

404,523 

355',  300 

40,536 
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TABLE  II. — Medical  Inspection  and  Visits,  1926. 


^Number  of  Schools. 

v-( 

0 

£ § 

3 c 
c 0 

<U  G 

b/D  £ 1 

a E 

>-1  0 

0 .22 
> 

< L) 

(2) 

Estimated  number 

C3of  Inspections  re- 

quii  ed. 

_ Actual  number  of 

' Inspections  made. 

55  <£>  F 

22  " 55 

r-'  (/) 

r*  + , , 

" 'u5  55 

r~*  • 

^ CJ 
r-  r-« 

c 0 s 
a 0 0 

G 7=  "O 

" O hj 

G CO 

<+-c  3 

0 cr 

(5) 

1 

"o 

0 

7j 

CO 

M-. 

c 75 

Jrt  rt 

0 a, 

c ^ 

2 * CO 
2*> 

(6) 

Dr.  Aveling 

4 

851 

262 

294 

1 2 

15 

Dr.  Ballance 

16 

2,124 

653  j 

788 

48  1 

5 1 

Dr.  Buchanan 

4 

3>056 

940 

1,068 

1 2 

58 

Dr.  Clarke  

4 

934 

287 

249 

12 

1 2 

Dr.  Cox 

8 

2,93i 

902 

963 

24 

45 

Dr.  Dunn  

46 

6,028 

1,855 

2,074 

,38 

151 

Dr.  Evans  

2 

189 

58 

69 

6 

6 

Dr.  Ewing  

22 

1,581 

486 

620 

66 

66 

Dr.  Eraser  

3 

691 

213 

228 

9 

13 

Dr.  Gilroy 

10 

1,021 

314 

249 

30 

46 

Dr.  Grosvenor 

2 

575 

177 

202 

6 

10 

Dr.  Hardie  

7 

',432 

441 

479 

2 1 

37 

Dr.  Macfadyen 

46 

6,373 

1,961 

1,972 

1 

138 

180 

Dr.  McClymont  ... 

10 

2,038 

627 

736 

30 

37 

Dr.  Baton  

24 

4,606 

T,4T  7 

C393 

72 

69 

Dr.  Reckitt  

6 

524 

16 1 

2 1 2 

18 

36 

Dr.  Rose  

9 

2,068 

636 

691 

27 

29 

Dr.  Shadbolt 

10 

1,225 

377 

438 

30 

58 

Dr.  Sugg  it 

2 

3o8 

119 

136 

6 

8 

Dr.  Turner  

12 

C9oi 

585 

; 595 

36 

1 

43 

Totals 

247 

i 

40,536 

12,471 

13,456 

741 

970 
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The  childien  detailed  for  inspection  during  1927  are  1 

{a)  those  newly  admitted  to  school  life, 

(b)  those  born  in  the  year  1919, 

(c)  those  born  in  the  year  1915, 

(d)  those  not  previously  inspected  and  known  to  be 

about  to  leave  school. 


TABLE  III. — Inspections,  Refusals,  and  Presence  of  Parents,  1926 


Sex. 

1 (9 

- 

District. 

' ^ 

In 

1 1 

U) 

G 

G 

w 

(3) 

spectio 

a 

"1  °o 

G w 

n ^ 

O H 

CQ 

(4) 

ns. 

T3  ■ 

c C £ 

E 

° On  ^ 

•-H  M y— I 

(s) 

l 

r— w 

rt 

° 

h 

(6) 

7U  Refusals. 

1 

V 

ta 

aj 

r * 

V 

a 

<u 

n 

hh 

(8) 

G 

V 

01 

<L) 

a 

cn 

■*-> 

G 

<D 

ri 

Ph 

(9) 

1 1 

* i 

V 

03 

•*-> 

a 

4J 

0 [ 

<0  • 

( 1 °)  ! 

Boys 

Urban 

Rural 

— 

i854 

849 

1218 

589 

I53° 

743 

4602 

2181 

1 j 

•04 

925 

208 

49  '9 

24  '6  ; 

i 

Urban  and  Rural 

2703 

1807 

2273 

6783 

! 2 

'03 

^33 

41-9 

Girls 

Urban 

1788 

1098 

J593 

4479 

— 

— 

898 

50-2 

910 

5I4 

770 

2194 

— 

— 

254 

27 '9 

Urban  and  Rural 

2698 

1612 

2363 

6673 

— 

— 

1152 

427 

Boys 
i and 

U rba  n 

3642 

2316 

3123 

9081 

2 

•02 

1823 

5°  1 

: Girls 

I759 

1103 

r5i3 

4375 

— 

— 

462 

26  3 

I 

1 

l 

Urban  and  Rural 

1 

54oi 

3419 

4636  | 

1 

!3456 

2 

'01 

2285 

42’3 

1 

* Percentage  of  parents  present  at  first  inspections. 


. Table  III  gives  the  number  of  children  examined  in  the 
various  age  groups.  These  groups  are  entrants,  children  8 years 
of  age,  children  12  years  of  age,  and  leavers  who  were  not 
previously  examined  at  the  age  of  12.  The  number  of  refusals 
was  two,  the  same  as  last  year.  The  percentage  of  parents 
present  at  the  medical  inspections  was  42  ’3  compared  with 
43-4  last  year. 
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CHAPTER  II.— REPORTS  OF  ASSISTANT  SCHOOL 

MEDICAL  OFFICERS. 

One  of  the  duties  of  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers 
is  to  submit  at  the  end  of  each  year  a report  dealing  with 
the  work  of  School  Medical  Inspection  in  the  schools  in  their 
districts  during  the  previous  twelve  months.  In  these  reports 
reference  is  made  to  various  aspects  of  the  work  of  School 
Medical  Inspection,  which  are  of  interest  and  value  in  relation 
to  the  administration  of  the  scheme.  Some  of  the  points 
referred  to  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  are  also 
distinctly  of  local  interest.  In  the  present  chapter  it  is  proposed 
to  include  extracts  from  the  reports  submitted  by  the  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officers  : — 

Dr.  Dunn  [Hertford) . 

There  is  nothing  to  add  to  my  previous  report  with  regard 
to  the  detection  or  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases. 
No  marked  epidemics  of  either  scarlet  fever  or  diphtheria  have 
occurred  in  any  of  the  schools.  Three  cases  of  diphtheria 
were  notified  almost  simultaneously  amongst  children  attending 
the  Amwell  Infants’  Department.  The  School  was  promptly 
closed  for  a fortnight  and  no  further  cases  occurred. 

The  following-up  continues  to  be  well  carried  out  by  the 
nurses,  who  nearly  always  persuade  the  parents  to  get  the  defects 
remedied.  A good  many  children  are  kept  under  observation, 
particularly  children  with  abnormal  heart  sounds.  I think 
the  new  arrangements  of  sending  a copy  of  the  ophthalmic 
specialist’s  report  on  eye  cases  referred  to  him,  which  is  attached 
to  the  School  Medical  Card,  will  prove  most  helpful  to  the 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officers.  I am  very  glad  to  be  able 
to  report  that  dental  clinics  have  now  been  set  up  in  both 
Hertford  and  Bishop  Stortford.  These  should  supply  a much- 
needed  want  ; they  are  the  first  two  in  my  district. 

I am  of  opinion  that  a few  clinics  where  minor  ailments 
could  be  treated  would  prove  beneficial. 

Dr.  Macfadyen  (Leichworth) . 

The  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  and  general  condition 
of  the  children  continues.  There  has  been  no  definite  case 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  found,  but  those  children  who 
were  in  any  way  suspicious  have  been  kept  under  observation. 
I have  been  specially  on  the  look-out  for  cases  of  malnutrition 
this  year,  and  have  advised  parents  about  them  whenever 
possible,  as  it  is  more  frequently  a case  of  wrong  feeding  than 
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anything  else.  The  dental  treatment  still  lags  behind,  but 
increased  facilities  will  soon  be  available  ; there  is  no  doubt 


that  parents  will  use  these  facilities  if  they  can  conveniently. 
There  has  been  a distinct  drop  in  the  number  of  children 
examined  this  year  as  compared  with  the  year  before. 

The  School  Clinic  is  undoubtedly  useful,  as  through  it 
one  can  keep  in  touch  with  ailing  or  neglected  children. 


Dr.  Cox  {Watford). 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Borough  of  Watford  is 
responsible  for  the  medical  inspection  of  seven  schools  in 
Watford.  The  children  of  these  schools  constitute  about 
half  the  total  number  in  the  elementary  schools  of  the  Borough. 

In  all  963  children  were  examined  in  the  course  of  routine 
inspection.  Of  these  963  children  320  (or  33  per  cent)  were 
found  to  be  suffering  from  defects  which  required  medical 
treatment.  Altogether  the  320  children  were  suffering  from 
450  defects,  as  it  is  quite  common  for  one  child  to  have  two 
conditions  which  require  treatment,  e.g.  enlarged  tonsils  and 
carious  teeth. 

In  the  great  majority  of  cases  treatment  was  obtained 
promptly  by  the  parents,  on  or  shortly  after  receiving  notifica- 
tion of  the  defect  from  the  Medical  Inspector.  In  addition 
to  this,  advice  was  given  in  many  instances  to  parents  attending 
the  inspections  with  regard  to  functional  heart  disease,  anaemia, 
poor  nutrition,  and  various  minor  ailments  where  it  was  not 
necessary  to  seek  medical  advice. 

At  most  of  the  schools  inspected  the  attendance  of  the 
parents  has  been  very  good,  and  they  have  usually  shown 
great  interest  in  the  inspections.  It  appears  now  that  parents 
appreciate  the  medical  inspection  of  school  children,  their 
appreciation  being  manifested  in  the  readiness  with  which 
they  obtain  treatment. 

The  Special  School  has  maintained  its  usual  high  standard 
of  work.  Work  on  the  allotment  has  been  carried  on  success- 
fully during  the  summer  months  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
this  branch  of  the  school’s  activities  has  had  a beneficial  effect 
on  the  children  both  mentally  and  physically. 

Dr.  Buchanan  {Watford). 

When  the  schools  closed  in  December  there  were  no 
children  absent  suffering  from  ringworm.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  in  the  previous  year,  1925,  five  were  absent  in 
December,  while  in  December,  1918,  33  were  absent.  It  will 
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be  seen  that  this  disease,  which  interfered  seriously  with  the 
education  of  a large  number  of  children,  is  yielding  gradually 
to  the  long  campaign  against  it. 

The  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  children  has  been 
well  maintained  throughout  the  year  ; no  proceedings  were 
taken  against  parents  whose  children  were  excluded.  Great 
credit  is  due  to  the  work  of  the  school  nurse,  and  to  the  keen 
interest  and  encouragement  of  the  teachers. 

Special  classes  have  been  formed  at  Victoria  School  in  the 
Boys’  and  in  the  Girls’  departments  for  dull  and  backward 
children.  A similar  class  has  been  mentioned  for  Alexandra 
Mixed  School,  but  has  not  yet  been  installed. 

The  special  classes  were  started  at  Victoria  School  last 
April  ; they  include  children  who  are  naturally  dull  and  slow  to 
imbibe  instruction,  and  those  who  are  backward  owing  to  ill- 
health  and  consequent  long  periods  of  absence  from  school. 
There  were  30  children  in  the  boys’  class  and  40  in  the  girls’. 

The  Head  Master  of  the  Boys’  Department  reports  : — 
“ The  boys  undoubtedly  benefit  greatly  from  the  scheme, 
and  the  advance  made  is  much  above  that  under  normal  con- 
ditions. The  benefit  from  the  school  point  of  view  is  two- 
fold : (1)  The  dull  and  backward  children  benefit  by  the  special 
schemes,  and  by  more  individual  attention  ; (2)  the  normal 

classes  are  not  retarded  by  the  presence  of  subnormal  children. 
Other  points  are  : — Boys  are  promoted  to  other  classes  as  soon 
as  they  are  found  at  all  capable.  Where  a boy  shows  special 
aptitude  for  a particular  subject  he  joins  a normal  class  for  this 
subject,  e.g.  some  boys  take  woodwork,  etc.,  with  boys  of 
other  classes.” 

Dr.  Ewing  (Puckeridge) . 

In  relation  to  school  closure,  the  value  of  Form  E.C.  2,835 
is  now  appreciated  by  the  School  Medical  Officer,  and  has  been 
used  for  Much  Hadham  School  (whooping  cough),  Puckeridge 
(mumps),  Measden  (measles),  and  Little  Hadham  (measles). 
Two  schools  were  closed,  Buckland  and  Great  Munden,  for 
measles.  Apart  from  this,  no  serious  epidemic  has  occurred. 

As  regards  cleanliness  this  again  has  been  good  ; its 
importance  is  fully  appreciated  by  the  teachers.  In  some  of 
the  schools  increased  washing  accommodation  has  been  provided 
this  year.  With  regard  to  skin  diseases  there  have  only  been 
three  cases  of  ringworm  brought  to  my  knowledge  and  one  of 
alepesia.  In  the  Spring  and  Autumn  there  were  slight  series 
of  impetigo  cases,  but  the  district  nurses  and  teachers  soon 
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got  these  in  hand.  With  regard  to  pediculosis  this  is  becoming 
quite  rare.  The  district  nurse,  largely  owing  to  her  frequent 
examinations,  is  responsible  for  this  improvement,  while  the 
modern  fashion  of  short  hair  for  girls  has  undoubtedly  helped. 

Five  per  cent,  seem  to  suffer  from  tonsils  and  adenoids. 
It  is  my  custom  to  give  Form  M.T.  i only  to  cases  which 
obviously  require  it  either  from  the  presence  of  marked 
symptoms  or  enlarged  cervical  glands,  as  I find  that  parents 
wi  not  give  consent  to  operation  on  borderland  cases,  but 
only  to  those  which  show  obvious  symptoms.  Now  that  the 
treatment  is  free  again  it  is  possible  that  some  of  those  who 
have  refused  will  consent.  The  value  of  post  operative  breathing 
exercises  is  one  which  teachers  and  nurses  appreciate  and  it  is 
very  rare  for  any  adenoid  case  to  recur. 

As  regards  denta]  treatment  we  badly  require  a clinic, 
and  are  very  envious  of  those  urban  districts  which  seem  to  be 
more  fortunate  than  we  are.  The  chief  sufferers,  and  also  the 
most  important,  are  those  between  the  years  of  six  to  eight. 

I sincerely  hope  that  in  time  something  may  be  done,  even  if 
it  were  only  a travelling  caravan  clinic. 

The  importance  of  open-air  teaching  and  physical  training 
becomes  more  apparent  every  year.  Teachers  are  urged 
in  the  district  to  have  as  many  open-air  classes  as  possible 
when  weather  permits.  Ball  games,  high  jumping,  dancing, 
and  skipping  are  all  favourite  exercises  apart  from  the  ordinary 
routine  of  physical  drill.  At  those  schools  at  which  I have 
myself  seen  the  physical  drill,  I thought  the  instruction  was 
well  carried  out.  During  the  summer  at  Buntingford  various 
schools  in  East  Herts  district  sent  representatives  for  athletic 
sports.  The  weather  unfortunately  was  bad,  but  some  good 
results  were  shown,  and  marked  keenness.  The  work  of  the 
School  Nurse  proceeds  as  smoothly  as  ever.  The  nurses  are 
always  willing  to  help  in  every  way,  both  at  the  actual  examina- 
tion by  doing  their  best  to  follow  up  defects  and  by  frequent 
communications  at  all  times  about  cases  under  their  observation. 

Dr.  McClymont  (Cheshunt). 

The  main  point  of  note  was  the  epidemic  of  measles  during 
February,  March,  and  April  : a record  number  of  cases  was 
reported.  The  policy  of  not  closing  the  schools  was  adopted 
for  the  year.  In  1922  (60  cases)  and  in  1923  (109  cases)  the 
possibilities  of  a considerable  epidemic  were  ripe,  but  I closed 
the  schools  and  there  was  a definite  slowing  down  of  the 
epidemic.  The  condition  of  any  future  epidemic  would  have 
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to  be  taken  into  account,  but  I would  not  feel  inclined  to  adopt 
rigidly  a non-closure  policy. 

Influenza  and  more  particularly  catarrhal  fevers  were  very 
prevalent  in  December.  Though  widespread,  the  disease  was 
of  a mild  character,  and  no  cases  of  pneumonia  amongst  school 
children  were  reported. 

In  the  winter  there  was  considerable  unemployment, 
and  the  children  in  consequence  suffered  to  some  extent. 

Dr.  Ballance  {Hatfield). 

On  the  whole  the  general  health  of  the  children  has  been 
excellent,  although  five  schools  had  to  be  closed  in  the  Spring 
owing  to  an  epidemic  of  measles  and  whooping  cough.  There 
have  been  very  few  cases  of  verminous  children. 

Little  Heath  and  Northaw  Schools  are  under  a disadvantage 
owing  to  the  distance  of  the  School  Nurse,  who  lives  at  Barnet 
and  whose  district  is  thickly  populated  and  extensive.  Essendon 
School  requires  a new,  modern  type  of  desk.  There  is  still 
great  need  to  help  the  outlying  schools  to  get  treatment  such 
as  dental,  ophthalmic  and  minor  ailment.  The  payment  of 
expenses  to  and  from  the  clinic  would  help  in  necessitous  cases. 

Dr.  Grosvenor  ( Stevenage ). 

During  the  year  1926  the  health  of  the  children  at  the 
Infants’  Church  of  England  has  been  seriously  affected  by  an 
epidemic  of  chicken-pox,  which  commenced  at  the  end  of 
November,  1925,  but  there  were  not  very  many  cases  until 
the  school  reassembled  after  the  Christmas  holiday.  This 
has,  of  course,  had  an  adverse  influence  upon  the  attendance 
of  pupils.  The  Infants’  School  was  disinfected  during  the 
Easter  holidays.  The  Girls’  School  has  been  much  improved 
by  throwing  out  more  windows. 

Except  for  the  above  epidemic  the  health  in  other  respects 
has  been  good,  and  in  my  periodic  examinations  I have  found 
no  signs  of  ill-health  beyond  dental  defects,  which  are  many, 
and  a fair  proportion  of  throat  defects.  The  dental  clinic 
is  a great  help,  and  most  of  the  cases  readily  agree  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  treatment  offered.  The  children  with  very 
few  exceptions  are  well  clothed,  are  clean  in  their  heads  and 
bodies,  and  are  of  average  physique.  In  my  visits  of  inspection 
I have  received  much  help  from  the  teachers  and  the  District 
Nurse. 
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Dr.  Shadbolt  (Watford  Rural). 

The  Schools  have  been  visited  with  their  departments 
four  times  each  during  the  year  for  purposes  other  than  medical 
inspection  of  children.  The  offices  of  the  Kings  Tangley  Girls’ 
School  are  about  to  be  reconstructed.  A severe  outbreak, 
February— April,  occurred  in  Abbots  Langley  Infant  School 
Measles  (6  cases),  scarlet  fever  (n  cases),  and  mumps  (50  cases), 
a total  of  67,  which,  added  to  46  absentees  who  were  excluded 
from  being  in  infected  houses,  brought  the  attendance  to  below 
50  per  cent.  As  many  pupils  were  withheld  from  attending 
by  reason  of  the  parents  alarm,  the  entire  school  was  closed 
and  the  rooms  disinfected. 

An  outbreak  of  measles  in  West  Hyde  School  occurred 
during  May — -July.  The  number  reported  to  have  had  measles 
was  49,  with  the  additional  absence  of  contacts  the  attendance 
at  one  time  sank  to  40-4  per  cent.  ; matters  then  quickly 
improved. 

With  regard  to  open-air  instruction  I suggest  that  a shed 
open  on  one  side  (south,  if  possible)  be  put  up  in  the  playground 
of  each  school,  or  department,  and  portable  forms  and  desks 
or  tables  provided  to  enable  the  scholars  to  have  the  advantage 
of  open-air  teaching  on  favourable  days.  In  the  case  of 
Aldenham  Boys’  and  also  Aldenham  Girls’,  such  a shed  already 
exists,  and  could  be  made  use  of  without  any  alteration,  all 
that  is  required  being  portable  forms  and  tables. 

Dr.  Turner  (Berkhamp stead). 

The  general  health  of  the  schools  in  my  district  has  been 
good,  and  there  is  nothing  outstanding  to  report.  There  has 
been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  defects — tonsils  and  adenoids, 
dental  and  ophthalmic  cases.  I have  specially  noticed  the 
marked  improvement  in  children  who  have  undergone  treat- 
ment and  most  of  all  in  the  tonsil  and  adenoid  cases. 

I hope  to  see  more  improvement  in  the  dental  cases,  now 
there  is  a clinic  at  Tring  ; so  many  of  these  cases  have  not  been 
seen  to  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  them  to  Watford, 
the  parents  being  unable  to  afford  the  time  or  expense. 

Vaccination  is  at  a lower  standard  than  usual. 

If  possible,  I should  like  to  see  the  physical  training 
increased,  as  I am  sure  it  is  most  beneficial.  The  school 
hygiene  is  satisfactory,  and  the  work  of  the  School  Nurse  has 
been  very  good. 
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Dr.  Aveling  (Bushey). 

With  regard  to  sanitation  in  the  schools,  this  was  satis- 
factory as  a whole.  I found  the  parents  anxious  to  co-operate 
and  nearly  always  willing  to  avail  themselves  of  the  treatment 
offered  them.  The  school  teachers  were  always  very  helpful 
in  pointing  out  defects  in  the  scholars  and  in  keeping  a sharp 
look-out  for  infectious  disease.  An  unhealthy  condition  of 
the  tonsils  and  adenoids  was  very  commonly  found,  and  in 
nearly  every  instance  the  parents  agreed  to  operative  treatment. 

The  condition  of  the  teeth  in  the  younger  children  was 
very  bad,  but  the  older  children  mostly  show  good  mouths, 
and  I was  particularly  impressed  by  the  good  condition  of 
the  teeth  of  the  girls  in  the  London  Road  School.  Not  only 
were  the  teeth  strong  and  well  formed,  but  they  were  obviously 
well  looked  after  by  the  girls  themselves.  Infectious  disease 
of  a serious  nature  was  not  troublesome.  It  was  not  found 
necessary  to  close  any  school. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  School  Nurse  for  her 
very  able  assistance  at  school  examinations  and  her  tirelessness 
in  following  up  cases  which  required  treatment  either  by 
their  own  doctor  or  at  a clinic. 

Dr.  Evans  ( Croxley  Green). 

During  the  winter  term  two  visits  were  made  to  each 
school.  During  the  Spring  term  two  visits  were  also  made  to 
each  school,  and  21  children  were  examined  in  the  County 
Council  School  and  26  children  in  the  Church  School.  On 
the  whole  the  conditions  of  the  schools  were  found  to  be  satis- 
factory, except  that  the  latter  required  cleaning  and  re- 
decorating. Two  visits  were  again  made  to  each  school  during 
the  Autumn  term  and  22  children  were  examined.  I am  glad 
to  be  able  to  report  that  during  this  term  the  Church  School 
has  been  cleaned  and  painted. 

As  regards  the  surroundings  of  the  schools,  I am  of  opinion 
that  at  the  County  Council  School  some  trees  should  be  planted, 
while  at  the  Church  School  some  trees  should  be  done  away 
with  and  others  which  may  be  topped  should  be  so  treated  as 
to  admit  of  the  free  entrance  of  light  and  air  into  the  several 
classrooms. 

Dr.  Baton , St.  Albans. 

The  report  gives  in  detail  a tabulated  statement  of  the 
defects  found  on  examination.  In  the  City  Schools,  in  the 
infants’  department,  parents  were  present  at  67  per  cent,  of 
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the  examinations.  Detailed  information  is  submitted  regarding 
the  ventilation,  lighting  and  sanitary  arrangements  of  the 
schools.  Regarding  playgrounds,  the  report  states  ' The 
playgrounds  are  inadequate  generally,  taking  into  consideration 
especially  that  there  are  very  few  spaces  in  the  City  available 
for  such  games  as  football  and  cricket  for  these  children.  For 
netball  so  much  room  is  not  required. 

Dr.  Gilroy  ( Hemel  Hempstead) . 

The  schools  examined  during  the  year  were  Leverstock 
Green,  Nash  Mills,  Gaddesden,  Great  Gaddesden,  Cheverells 
Green,  Markyate,  Flamstead.  Three  visits  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  children  in  the  8 and  12  years’  group  and  of  those 

rrx  d e , one  in  each  school  term.  Other  visits 
were  made  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  epidemic  disease,  and 
on  the  invitation  of  the  Master  or  Mistress.  Bovingdon  School 
was  closed  owing  to  widespread  influenza  in  March,  and  Chipper- 
field  in  April  for  the  same  reason.  Great  Gaddesden  was  closed 
for  chicken-pox  and  measles  in  May,  and  in  November  for 
scarlet  fever.  Many  cases  were  referred  for  treatment  of  the 
eyes  and  for  tonsils  and  adenoids,  and  no  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  getting  these  defects  remedied.  The  treatment 
for  dental  caries,  however,  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 
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Chapter  1 1 1.  — PHYSICAL  RECORDS  & DEFECTS. 

The  number  of  children  inspected  during  1926  was  13,456, 
compared  with  14,115  for  the  previous  3/ear  ; this  includes 
85  special  inspections  and  25  inspections  of  physical  training. 
The  average  number  of  children  on  the  books  was  more 
than  last  year,  being  39,888,  compared  with  39,263.  The 
number  of  schools  included  in  the  scheme  of  inspection  was 
247,  compared  with  247  for  1925.  There  has  been  no  change 
in  the  system  adopted  for  recording  the  results  of  inspection. 


TABLE  IV. — Defects  and  Directions,  1926. 


Defects  for  which 
directions  were  given 

Sex. 

District. 

Total 

Inspections. 

N umber  of 
children  requiring 
Directions. 

Percentage. 

Number  of 

Directions  given. 

Percentage. 

Boys 

Urban 

4602 

! 1361 

29-6 

1920 

417 

Rural 

2181 

1-0 

CO 

40- 1 

■358 

623 

Urban  and  Rural 

6783 

2236 

32-9 

3278 

CO 

00 

Girls 

U rban 

4479 

1420 

317 

1 977 

44-1 

Rural 

2194 

906 

4i'3 

1350 

61 '5 

Urban  and  Rural 

6673 

2326 

34'9 

3327 

49'9 

Boys  and 

Urlxin 

9081 

2781 

3°‘6 

3897 

429 

Girls 

Rural 

4375 

| 

1781 

407 

2708 

61  -9 

Urban  and  Rural 

13456 

4562 

33'9 

6605 

49' 1 

Table  IV  gives  particulars  of  the  inspections  in  relation  to 
district  and  sex,  and  of  the  percentage  of  defects  and  directions 
given.  Of  the  total  number  of  children  examined,  defects 
for  which  directions  were  given  were  found  in  4,562,  compared 
with  4,698,  or  33*9  per  cent.  The  number  of  directions  given 
with  a view  to  the  treatment  or  correction  of  minor  ailments 
and  defects  was  6,605,  compared  with  6,941  last  year. 
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TABLE  V. — Return  ol  Defects  found  in  the  course  of  the  Medical 

Inspection  of  13,456  children  in  1926. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Percentage. 

U 

O 

O 

OJ 

OJ 

lx 

X 

bfl 

_C 

G-h 

6j0 

G-. 

b/) 

4-j  d 

j p 

u 

Defects  or  Disease. 

X 

<D 

U 

. 

G G 

•r  w 
-0 

3 G . 
cr  G c 

X 

<D 

>-« 

u 

«£> 

C G 
•G  <U 

G G . 
cr  G c 

C-« 

0 

lx  . 

lx  -*-* 

<d  a 

X 0 

s s-s 

rt 

IM)  t 

lx 

^ . 

<y  ■*-> 
c 

G 

cr  4, 

JJ  V) 
u C . 

..  G G 

• 

u p 

U*  <D 

3 

u oT 

4)  £ 

^ C 
u <u 

“ u ° 
i 

S G 

G ^ 

c a) 

Go  g 

3 “n 
c uD 

b«G 

5 rt 
c ^ 

bfl  g .2 

C G4  > 

£ 

Jz  u 
£ H 

P <D  0) 

£ 20 

e a 

| 2 

S « 1) 
G-° 

5?  20 

2 H 

r-i  C 

d • r*  <U 

-p.b  x) 
r°  d c 

H cr  3 

0 H 

lx 

<U  >-< 

u w 0 
u - G3 

Oh  20 

Malnutrition  ... 

Uncleanliness — 

I 2 I 

28 

244 

75 

303 

196 

547 

1-4 

4' 1 

Head 

38 

150 

85 

178 

123 

1 ‘3 

•9 

Body 

/Ringworm — - 

82 

IOI 

73 

57 

155 

158 

I ‘2 

1*2 

1 Head 

I 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

•02 

Skin 

i Body 

3 

— 

- — 

1 

3 

1 

•02 

'Ol 

i Scabies 

4 

7 

1 

1 1 

1 

•08 

•01 

Impetigo 

24 

14 

12 

6 

36 

20 

•3 

*2 

VOther  diseases 

5 

1 1 

4 

9 

9 

20 

•07 

•2 

Defective  vision 

219 

264 

237 

221 

456 

485 

3‘4 

3'6 

Eye 

Squint  ... 

7i 

38 

5i 

37 

122 

75 

•9 

•6 

External  eye  diseases 

22 

1 1 

29 

14 

5i 

25 

‘4 

•2 

Ear 

f Defective  hearing 

21 

49 

32 

37 

53 

86 

•4 

•6 

( Ear  diseases  ... 

35 

21 

38 

16 

73 

37 

•5 

3 

Nose 

and 

Throat 

/"Enlarged  tonsils  only 

478 

820 

546 

809 

1024 

1629 

7-6 

12-  I 

1 Adenoids  only 

85 

63 

61 

49 

146 

1 12 

1 -09 

•8 

1 Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids 

277 

140 

247 

133 

524 

273 

3 ‘9 

202 

UOther  conditions 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

- — 

— 

— 

Enlarged  cervical  glands  (non -tuber- 

363 

culous) 

43i 

615 

475 

794 

1090 

5 ‘9 

8-i 

Defective  speech 

22 

3 1 

26 

12 

48 

43 

A 

7 

Teeth — 

-Dental  diseases 

1379 

1068 

1430 

971 

2809 

2039 

20  9 

15-2 

Heart 

...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

36 

42 

35 

39 

7i 

81 

•5 

•6 

Anpemia 

39 

22 

37 

19 

76 

4i 

•6 

3 

( Pulmonary  tuberculosis — 

Definite  ... 

7 

6 

2 

3 

9 

9 

07 

•07 

T uber- 

Suspected 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

culosis 

Non  - pulmonary  — 

5 

1 

•07 

Glands 

2 

5 

3 

10 

•02 

Bones  and  joints 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

4 

•01 

•03 

v Other  forms 

- — - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

01 

| Lungs 

f Bronchitis 

3 

2 

4 

4 

7 

6 

•05 

•04 

(Other  non-tuberculous  diseases 

40 

18 

25 

16 

65 

34 

•5 

7 

Nervous 

(Epilepsy 
[ Chorea 

— 

4 

2 

z 

1 

2 

z 

5 

4 

z 

•°4 

’°3 

system 

( Other  conditions 

7 

1 

14 

4 

21 

5 

'2 

•°4 

Rickets 

...  ...  ••  ...  ... 

19 
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Other  defects  and  diseases 
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Table  V gives  particulars  of  the  various  defects  found  in  the 
course  of  the  medical  inspection  of  13,456  children  and  of  the 
numbers  referred  for  treatment  and  requiring  to  be  kept  under 


observation.  The  defects  for  which  treatment  was  most 
frequently  required  were  dental  disease,  20  9 per  cent,  compared 
with  21-4  per  cent,  last  year  ; defective  vision,  3-4,  the  same  as 
last  year;  enlarged  tonsils,  7-6  compared  with  6-3  last  year, 
non-tuberculous  cervical  glands,  5 9 per  cent,  compared  with 
5-5  per  cent.  ; and  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  3-9  per  cent, 
compared  with  3-6  per  cent,  last  year. 

Closure  of  Schools. — Schools  were  closed  on  78  occasions 
during  1926,  compared  with  86  occasions  during  1925.  The 
chief  causes  of  school  closure  during  1926  were  measles  46, 
compared  with  11  occasions  last  year  ; whooping  cough  15, 
compared  with  16  ; and  scarlet  fever  7 occasions. 

Reference  to  Table  VI  indicates  that,  apart  from  measles 
in  some  of  the  districts,  there  has  been  no  serious  outbreak  of 
infectious  disease  affecting  the  school  children  during  the 
year. 

TABLE  VI. — Closure  of  Schools  during  1926. 
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Reasons  for  Closure.  H 
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Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping-cough. 

Diphtheria. 

Chicken-pox. 

Influenza  and 
,,  Colds, 

Mumps. 

1 

Other  Causes. 

Total  number  of  Cl< 
for  all  reasons. 

- - « - 

No.  of  Closures  : 
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3^ 

I0t 

1 

4§ 

'■y 

0 

I 

1 

5i 
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All  in  1926 

46 

7 

1 5 

1 

4 

3 

1 
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00 

* Includes  i Measles  and  Mumps,  i German  Measles,  i Measles  and  Chicken  Pox, 
1 Measles,  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria, 
f Includes  i Meas'es  and  Mumps. 

H ,,  1 Scarlet  Fever,  Measles  and  Mumps. 

X , , i Whooping  Cough  and  Measles,  i Whooping  Cough  and  Mumps. 

§ ,,  1 Chicken  Pox  and  German  Measles. 
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In  the  memorandum  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report, 
the  Board  of  Education  emphasizes  the  fact  that  “ if 
during  epidemics  of  infectious  disease,  the  power  to  exclude 
individual  children  from  school  be  used  to  the  best  advantage, 
it  is  only  in  special  and  quite  exceptional  circumstances 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  close  a school  in  the  interests 
of  public  health.”  It  is  further  pointed  out  that  as  a 
general  rule  and  apart  from  exceptional  circumstances, 
closure  of  a school  is  not  justified  unless  all  the  following 
conditions  are  simultaneously  present  (a)  evidence  pointing 
to  the  continued  meeting  of  children  in  school  as  a source 
of  infection  ; ( b ) cases  of  infectious  disease  continuing 

to  occur  after  every  effort  has  been  made  to  discover  the 
infecting  cause,  and  (c)  good  reason  to  expect  that  closure  will 
considerably  reduce  the  likelihood  of  exposure  to  infection. 

With  reference  to  certain  infectious  diseases,  such  as 
measles  and  whooping  cough,  the  memorandum  points  out  that 
while  school  attendance  may  be  greatly  lowered  during  the 
prevalence  of  such  diseases,  a large  proportion  of  children  have 
already  contracted  the  disease  or  been  exposed  to  infection  and 
school  closure  will  therefore  do  little  to  prevent  further  spread 
of  the  disease.  The  Code  now  provides  that  if  the  average 
attendance  of  a school  is  below  a certain  percentage  of  the 
number  on  the  books  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  epidemic 
disease  in  the  district,  and  if  the  school  remains  open  the 
attendances  need  not  be  counted  for  the  purpose  of  reckoning 
the  average  attendance  on  which  the  grant  is  paid. 

Special  certificates  have  been  provided  for  this  purpose, 
and  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officers  during  the  year  to  meet  this  new  proposal. 

Malnutrition. — The  number  of  children  in  which  some 
degree  of  malnutrition  or  impaired  nutrition  was  found  was  743, 
compared  with  842  for  1925.  Of  the  total  number  of  children 
examined,  in  1-4  per  cent,  malnutrition  was  sufficiently  marked 
to  necessitate  the  child  being  referred  for  treatment,  compared 
with  1 *2  last  year,  while  in  4-1  per  cent,  there  was  a slight  degree 
of  malnutrition  which  necessitated  the  children  being  kept  under 
observation,  compared  with  4*7  last  year. 

Cleanliness. — Of  the  total  number  of  children  examined 
301  were  referred  for  treatment  or  to  be  kept  under  observation 
for  uncleanliness  of  the  head,  as  compared  with  343  for  1925, 
a considerable  reduction.  Of  the  total  number  of  children 
examined,  13  per  cent,  were  referred  for  treatment  for  this 
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condition,  compared  with  1-4  per  cent,  for  1925.  The  number  of 
children  with  uncleanliness  of  the  body  was  313,  compared  with 
384  for  1925,  also  a reduction,  while  the  percentage  referred 
for  treatment  was  1-2,  compared  with  1*5  last  year. 

The  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  in  their  reports  refer 
to  the  continued  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  children. 

Scabies  and  Ringworm. — Twelve  cases  of  scabies  have 
been  reported  during  the  year,  compared  with  13  last  year,  and 
of  the  number  reported  11  were  referred  for  treatment  and  one 
to  be  kept  under  observation.  Energetic  treatment  with  sulphur 
ointment  or  liq.  calc,  sulph.  requires  to  be  carried  out  if  the 
condition  is  to  be  speedily  cured.  Seven  cases  of  ringworm  of 
the  head  and  body  were  reported  during  the  year,  compared 
with  five  last  year,  so  that  there  is  not  much  change  in  the 
number  of  children  suffering  from  contagious  skin  diseases 
during  the  year.  The  percentage  of  children  referred  for  treat- 
ment with  ringworm  of  the  head  was  o -02,  the  same  as  last  year. 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint — Some  visual  defect  was  found 
in  941  of  the  children  examined,  compared  with  881  during 
1925.  Of  the  total  number  of  children  examined  456,  or  3-4  per 
cent.,  were  referred  for  treatment,  the  same  percentage  as  last 
year.  The  number  of  children  with  squint  referred  for  treat- 
ment wras  122,  compared  with  91,  and  the  number  of  children 
with  external  eye  disease  referred  for  treatment  was  51,  com- 
pared with  73. 

Teeth. — Of  the  children  examined,  4,848,  or  36-1  per  cent., 
were  found  to  have  some  dental  defect,  compared  with  5,257, 
or  37*2  per  cent.,  last  year.  Of  the  total  number  of  children 
examined  20*9  percent,  were  referred  for  treatment,  compared 
with  21-4  last  year.  During  the  year  arrangements  have  been 
made  to  provide  facilities  for  dental  treatment  in  certain 
of  the  districts  in  which  up  to  the  present  no  such  provision 
has  been  made. 

Tuberculosis. — Eighteen  cases  of  definite  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  recorded  out  of  the  total  number  of  cases 
examined,  compared  with  28  last  year.  The  type  of  pul- 
monary tuberculosis  characteristic  of  the  young  adolescent 
and  adult  is  seldom  met  with  under  the  age  of  14,  although 
when  it  does  occur  it  is  usually  acute  and  progressive.  The 
root  type  of  the  disease  is  that  most  commonly  met  with 
in  children  ; it  is  non-infectious,  is  seldom  progressive,  and  with 
care  and  supervision  is  quite  consistent  v/ith  attendance  at  a 
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public  elementary  school.  Nineteen  cases  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  recorded  amongst  the  children  examined,  the 
same  as  last  year. 

Adenoids  and  Enlarged  Tonsils. — Some  enlargement  of  the 
tonsils  was  found  in  2,653  cases,  compared  with  2,504  cases  in 
1925.  For  this  condition  7*6  per  cent,  of  the  children  examined 
were  referred  for  treatment,  compared  with  6-3  last  year.  With 
regard  to  adenoids,  258  cases  were  reported,  compared  with 
314  last  }^ear,  while  1-09  per  cent,  were  referred  for  treatment, 
compared  with  1 *4  last  year.  There  were  797  cases  of  tonsils  and 
adenoids  occurring  together,  while  3-9  per  cent,  of  the  children 
examined  were  recommended  treatment  for  this  condition, 
compared  with  3-6  last  year. 

From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has 
been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  children  with  enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids  ; this  increase  in  the  number  of  children 
with  enlarged  tonsils  is  probably  more  apparent  than  real,  as 
in  children  the  size  of  the  tonsils  varies  from  time  to  time  within 
considerable  limits.  Fewer  cases  of  adenoids  were  found  during 
the  year,  and  there  was  a distinct  fall  in  the  percentage  of  cases 
referred  for  treatment. 

Enlarged  Glands. — Some  enlargement  of  the  cervical  or 
submaxillary  glands  was  found  in  1,884,  compared  with  2,076 
last  year.  The  cause  of  the  enlargement  of  these  glands  is 
usually  septic  absorption  from  carious  teeth,  enlarged  tonsils, 
or  disease  of  the  skin  or  scalp.  The  enlargement,  which  is 
the  result  of  an  adenitis,  will  usually  yield  to  energetic  treat- 
ment of  the  active  cause.  Such  enlarged  glands,  may  however, 
be  invaded  by  tubercle  bacilli,  and  eventually  become 
tuberculous. 

Non-Tuberculous  Respiratory  Diseases. — Thirteen  children 
were  found  to  have  bronchitis,  compared  with  28  last  year, 
and  99  were  recorded  as  suffering  from  other  respiratory  con- 
ditions, compared  with  139  last  year. 

Physically  Defective  Children.— During  the  year  139  children 
were  recorded  as  suffering  from  defective  hearing,  the  same 
number  as  last  year,  the  percentage  referred  for  treatment  for 
this  condition  being  0-4.  The  number  of  children  suffering 
from  defective  speech  was  91,  compared  with  72  last  year, 
and  the  percentage  referred  for  treatment  for  this  condition 
was  0*4,  compared  with  o-2  last  year.  The  presence  of 
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deformities  is  reported  in  116,  the  percentage  referred  for 
treatment  being  0-5,  the  same  as  last  year. 

Nervous  Diseases. — Five  cases  of  epilepsy  were  reported, 
compared  with  two  last  year.  There  were  four  cases  of  slight 
chorea,  compared  with  two  last  year.  Severe  cases  of  chorea 
should  always  be  regarded  with  suspicion,  as  encephalitis 
lethargica  may  present  symptoms  very  similar  to  this  condition. 
Other  nervous  conditions  were  found  in  26  children,  compared 
with  18  last  year. 

Enlarged  Thyroid. — Some  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  was 
found  in  47  children,  4 boys  and  43  girls.  In  27  of  the  47 
cases  treatment  was  recommended.  The  number  of  cases  of 
enlargement  in  the  three  age-groups  was  as  follows  : — 5-6  years, 
3 girls  ; 7-9  years,  4 girls  ; 10-12  years,  4 boys,  43  girls. 

The  high  percentage  of  cases  in  girls  of  the  10-12  age 
group  indicates  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  enlargement 
is  physiological. 

Rickets. — This  condition  was  found  in  43  children,  compared 
with  52  last  year.  Of  these  26  were  referred  for  treatment. 
The  majority  of  the  children  with  rickets  are  now  referred 
for  expert  advice,  and  treatment  to  the  orthopaedic  clinics. 

Other  Defects  and  Minor  Ailments. — Impetigo  contagiosa, 
which  is  occasionally  a cause  of  school  closure,  called  for  treat- 
ment in  03  per  cent,  of  the  children  examined,  compared  with 
o -2  per  cent,  last  year.  The  percentage  of  cases  of  ear  disease 
recommended  for  treatment  was  0-5,  the  same  as  last  year. 
The  percentage  of  children  referred  for  treatment  for  anaemia 
was  o-6,  compared  with  07  last  year.  The  number  of  children 
with  evidence  of  cardiac  disease,  including  both  organic  and 
functional  conditions,  was  152,  of  which  71  were  referred  for 
treatment,  and  81  were  kept  under  observation.  The  percentage 
referred  for  treatment  for  cardiac  conditions  was  0-5,  the  same 
as  last  vear. 

Vaccination. — The  percentage  of  school  children  who  are 
unvaccinated  continues  to  increase.  Of  13,456  children 
examined  4,838  were  vaccinated  and  8,618  were  unvaccinated, 
the  percentage  of  vaccinated  being  35  -9,  and  the  percentage 
not  vaccinated  being  64-1. 
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Chapter  IV.—' THE  TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS 

AND  MINOR  AILMENTS. 

The  work  in  connexion  with  the  treatment  of  defects  and 
minor  ailments  has  been  continued  during  the  year  on  similar 
lines  to  last  year.  Special  arrangements  have  now  been  com- 
pleted to  provide  facilities  for  dental  treatment  in  Hertford, 
Bishop’s  Stortford,  Royston,  and  Tring. 

Operative  Treatment  for  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. — Operative 
treatment  for  these  conditions  is  carried  out  in  the  hospitals  in 
the  county,  for  which  a fee  is  paid  to  the  operating  surgeon,  the 
anaesthetist,  and  the  hospital  authority.  During  the  year 
910  school  children  were  operated  upon  under  your  Council’s 
scheme  for  tonsils  and  adenoids,  compared  with  720  last  year. 
In  considering  the  question  of  operative  treatment  for  enlarged 
tonsils  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  enlargement 
may  be  temporary  and  in  no  way  prejudicial  to  health. 
Evidence  of  sepsis,  of  deafness  or  of  interference  with  normal 
respiration  is,  however,  an  indication  for  operative  treatment. 

The  Correction  of  Defective  Vision. — Children  with  defective 
vision  are  referred  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers 
to  the  ophthalmic  surgeons  in  their  respective  districts.  These 
are  medical  practitioners  in  the  county  experienced  in  ophthalmic 
work  to  whom  school  children  with  defective  vision  are  referred 
for  examination  and,  when  necessary,  for  correction  with  suitable 
glasses,  which  can  be  purchased  by  the  parents  at  half-cost. 
The  facilities  thus  provided  have  proved  of  great  assistance 
to  the  children,  as  previously  many  children  with  defective 
vision  were  seriously  handicapped  in  their  work  in  the  schools, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  their  defective  sight  had  not  been  corrected 
by  means  of  suitable  glasses.  The  number  of  children  found  to 
have  some  degree  of  defective  vision  was  941,  and  the  number 
referred  to  ophthalmic  surgeons  was  606.  The  number  of 
children  supplied  with  glasses  was  655,  compared  with  526 
last  year. 

Dental  Clinics  and  Treatment  of  Defective  Teeth. — The 

arrangements  for  the  provision  of  facilities  for  dental  treat- 
ment are  as  follows  : — ( a ) Eight  County  Council  dental  clinics 
in  the  following  districts  : Hertford,  Hatfield,  St.  Albans, 
Watford,  Stevenage,  Hitchin,  Letchworth,  and  Waltham  Cross. 
(b)  Four  voluntary  clinics  at  Welwyn,  Harpenden,  Welwyn 
Garden  City,  and  Hoddesdon.  (c)  Arrangements  with  dental 


surgeons  to  carry  out  treatment  in  the  case  of  school  children 
at  Royston,  Bishop’s  Stortford,  and  Tring.  These  arrangements 
and  the  opening  of  the  dental  clinic  commenced  in  January, 
1927.  In  the  appendix  particulars  are  given  by  Mr.  Allen, 
the  School  Dentist,  regarding  the  work  carried  out  at  the  various 
clinics. 

The  Treatment  of  Ringworm. — Arrangements  for  the  X-ray 
treatment  of  ringworm  have  been  made  with  the  authorities  of 
the  Royal  Free  Hospital,  Gray’s  Inn  Road.  During  the  year 
6 cases  of  ringworm  have  been  treated  by  this  method,  com- 
pared with  12  last  year,  and  the  results  are  excellent. 

Minor  Ailments. — The  number  of  defects  treated  at  the 
two  minor  ailment  clinics  at  Hit  chin  and  Hatfield  was  183, 
and  the  number  treated  as  a result  of  following  up  by  the 
school  nurses  was  1,047.  Particulars  of  the  various  minor 
ailments  and  defects  treated  under  this  heading  are  given  in 
the  appendix  at  the  end  of  the  report.  Of  the  total  number 
of  defects  of  all  kinds  treated  in  connexion  with  clinics  and 
school  nursing  77-8  per  cent,  were  successfully  treated  or  still 
under  treatment. 

Orthopaedic  and  Massage  Treatment. — School  Children 
suffering  from  various  orthopaedic  defects  are  referred  by  the 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  to  the  orthopaedic  and 
massage  clinics  in  the  County  for  expert  advice  and  treatment. 
The  value  and  scope  of  this  work  is  indicated  by  the  following 
report  and  tabulated  statement,  which  have  been  prepared 
for  me  by  Miss  Kirby,  who  supervises  this  work  : — 

The  British  Red  Cross  have  established  in  Hertfordshire 
6 Orthopaedic  Centres,  9 Massage  Clinics  and  2 After-Care 
Centres. 

The  Massage  Clinics  are  at  Harpenden,  Hatfield,  Hitchin, 
Letchworth,  St.  Albans,  Watford,  Welwyn,  and  Welwyn 
Garden  City.  They  are  open,  at  least,  3 days  in  the  week, 
and  some  of  them  6 days.  They  are  staffed  by  fully  qualified 
masseuses,  and  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Supervisor. 

A variety  of  forms  of  treatment  is  given,  including 
Massage,  Galvanism,  Faradism,  Radiant  Heat,  Remedial 
Exercises,  and  Re-Education. 

The  After-Care  Centres  at  Hertford  and  IToadesdon  are 
open  one  day  a fortnight,  when  they  are  visited  by  the  County 
Supervisor.  Exercises  are  given,  splints  are  supervised  and 
repaired,  and  plasters  are  made  and  renovated. 
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The  Orthopaedic  Centres  are  at  St.  Albans,  Hit  chin, 
Letchworth,  Watford,  Hertford,  and  Hoddesdon.  They  are 
visited  at  regular  intervals  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  who 
there  sees  all  the  Infants  and  School  Children  who  are  sent  for 
treatment  by  the  Infant  Welfare  Doctors  and  the  School 
Medical  Officers.  He  also  sees  any  cases  sent  for  an  opinion 
by  their  local  Medical  Practitioner. 

Hospital  in-patient  treatment  is  carried  out  at  the  Royal 
National  Orthopaedic  Hospital  and  at  the  County  Branch  at 
Brockley  Hill.  This  ensures  a continuity  of  treatment  as  the 
Surgeon-in-Charge  of  the  Orthopaedic  Centres  is  on  the  Staff 
of  both  these  hospitals.  Among  the  operation  cases  are  several 
which  have  been  operated  on  in  the  out-patient  Department  of 
the  Orthopaedic  Hospital.  This  is  made  possible  by  the  fact 
that  the  cases  can  be  seen  at  regular  intervals  at  the  nearest 
Clinic  or  at  their  own  homes,  and  can  receive  their  subsequent 
treatment  at  the  Clinic.  A great  economy  is  thereby  effected 
as  these  cases  would  otherwise  have  to  remain  in  hospital  for 
several  weeks,  it  being  impossible  to  send  them  home  directly 
after  operation  unless  adequate  skilled  treatment  is  available. 
Another  advantage  of  this  procedure  is  that  the  usual  long 
period  of  waiting  for  admission  is  avoided.  The  cases  can 
usually  be  sent  for  operation  within  a month  of  the  recom- 
mendation being  made,  and  thus  save  valuable  time. 

Furthermore,  it  is  possible  to  discharge  many  cases  from 
hospital  at  a comparatively  early  date  as  they  are  able  to  have 
the  necessary  after-treatment  at  the  local  Clinic.  If  such 
treatment  were  not  available  the  patient  would  have  to  spend 
a much  longer  period  in  hospital  in  order  that  a satisfactory 
result  may  be  obtained.  Most  orthopaedic  cases  require 
re-education,  exercises,  massage  and  electricity  after  the 
operation.  This  is  a special  branch  of  work,  and  must  be 
administered  by  a fully  qualified  masseuse  used  to  orthopaedic 
methods.  Where  there  is  no  such  treatment  available  locally 
it  is  necessary  for  the  patients  to  remain  in  hospital  in  order 
that  the  cure  may  be  completed. 

When  the  actual  treatment  is  finished  it  is  still  necessary, 
in  many  cases,  for  the  patient  to  be  kept  under  observation. 
This  can  be  done  most  conveniently  at  the  Orthopaedic  Centres, 
where  they  can  be  seen,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  Surgeon  who 
has  performed  the  operation.  The  only  alternative  is  a journey 
to  London  to  the  Out-patient  Department  of  the  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  a costly  and  somewhat  lengthy  proceeding,  and  it  is 
not  surprising  that,  in  the  circumstances,  patients  aie 
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frequently  found  in  country  districts  where  there  are  no  clinics, 
whose  condition  has  relapsed,  and  who  may,  later  on,  have  to 
undergo  further  operative  treatment. 

That  the  clinics  serve  a useful  purpose  may  be  seen  from 
the  accompanying  statement  of  cases  treated  during  the  past  year. 

As  the  Red  Cross  is  a voluntary  body  it  is  able  to  provide 
treatment  for  patients  of  any  age,  and  although  the  necessity  of 
the  work  for  infants  and  school  children  is  thoroughly  realized, 
the  importance  of  treatment  for  adults,  in  country  districts, 
should  not  be  ignored. 


TABLE  VII. — Giving  particulars  of  various  defects  and  morbid 
conditions  dealt  with  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinics  and  Centres  during 

the  year. 


Structure. 

Condition. 

Under 

5. 

5 to 
15. 

Adults 

Total 

Bones  & Joints 

Deformity  of  upper  limb  . 

2 

1 

3 

(Congenital). 

Deformity  of  lower  limb  . 

44 

14 

2 

60 

Deformity  of  head  & trunk 

3 

10 

— 

13 

Bones  & Joints 

Deformity  of  upper  limb  . 

1 

— 

1 

2 

(Acquired) . 

Deformity  of  lower  limb  . 

168 

70 

59 

297 

Deformity  of  head  & trunk 

1 

14 

10 

25 

Bones  . 

Infections 

__ _ _ 

3 

3 

Injuries  & Fractures 

1 

31 

97 

129 

New  Growths 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Joints 

Infections — Arthritis 

. . _ 

2 

73 

75 

Tuberculosis  . 

— 

3 

4 

7 

Injuries 

1 

9 

106 

116 

Central  Nervous 

Infantile  Paralysis  . 

3 

32 

15 

50 

System. 

Hemiplegia 

4 

9 

13 

26 

Spastic  Paralysis 

3 

11 

4 

18 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Conditions 

3 

6 

10 

19 

Peripheral  Nervous 

Injuries  to  Nerves  . 

1 

3 

28 

32 

System. 

Neuritis  & Sciatica 

— 

— 

69 

69 

Other  Conditions 

1 

4 

— 

5 

Connective  Tissues 

Scars,  fibrositis,  etc. 

1 

6 

17 

24 

Muscles  & Tendons 

Postural  curves  and 

muscular  weakness,  in- 
jury, etc. 

10 

60 

48 

118 

Constitutional 

Rickets 

2 





2 

Rheumatism  . 

— 

— 

40 

40 

Vascular  System  . 

Oedema,  Raynauds,  etc.  . 

— 

1 

6 

7 

Other  Conditions 

2 

8 

15 

25 

27 


TABLE  VIII.— Giving  the  number  of  patients  sent  to  Hospital  and 

attending  Clinics  during  the  year. 


Number  of  Patients 
sent  to 

Hospital. 

Number  of  Patients 
attending 

Orthopaedic  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Under 

Five. 

Five  to 
Fifteen. 

Over 

Fifteen. 

Under 

Five. 

Five  to 
Fifteen. 

Over 

Fifteen. 

13 

9 

11 

251 

298 

670 

Chapter  V. — SCHOOL  NURSING. 

The  duties  of  the  nurses  in  connexion  with  the  medical 
inspection  of  school  children  includes  (a)  visiting  the  schools 
with  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  for  routine  medical 
inspection,  (b)  visiting  the  schools  for  inspection  as  regards 
cleanliness  of  the  children,  (c)  following  up  cases  of  defects 
and  minor  ailments  with  a view  to  the  carrying  out  of  suitable 
treatment,  (d)  assisting  in  the  nursing  treatment  of  minor 
ailments,  (e)  attending  dental  or  other  clinics  providing  treat- 
ment for  school  children. 

The  visits  of  the  nurses  to  the  schools  for  inspections  as 
to  personal  cleanliness  average  for  the  year  the  same  as  last 
year,  namely,  15.  The  beneficial  results  of  these  visits  to 
the  school  by  the  nurse  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  number 
of  individual  children  found  verminous  was  302,  compared 
with  432  for  the  previous  year,  and  1,454  for  1924.  The 
total  number  of  examinations  of  children  made  in  the  schools 
by  the  school  nurses,  including  examinations  and  re-examina- 
tions, was  228,431,  and  the  number  of  children  cleaned  and 
re-cleaned  was  3,024. 

A further  valuable  department  of  the  work  of  the  School 
Nurse  is  the  following  up  of  various  minor  ailments  and  defects, 
so  as  to  secure  suitable  and  successful  treatment.  In  this 
direction  the  nurse  does  excellent  work,  the  value  of  which 
cannot  be  correctly  demonstrated  by  mere  figures  and  statistics. 
Reference  to  the  following  table,  however,  will  show  that 
throughout  the  county  77*8  per  cent,  of  the  defects  reported 
upon  were  treated  satisfactorily  or  were  under  treatment. 
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The  high  percentage  for  Watford,  namely,  91-9  has  again  to 
be  noted. 

The  following  table  which  has  been  prepared  for  me  by 
Miss  Harrington,  the  County  Health  Visitor,  and  County 
Superintendent  of  Nurses,  gives  particulars  of  the  excellent 
work  carried  out  by  the  nurses  during  the  year  : — 


TABLE  IX* — Work  of  School  Nurses  during  1926. 


Returns 
from  Nurses 
employed  by 
Local  Nursing 
Associations 
undertaking 
School  Nursing. 

Returns  from 
County  Council 
School  Nurses. 

Watford 
(Mrs.  Stokes). 

Grand  Total 
of  all 

School  Nursing 
and 

Clinic  Work. 

Number  of  Schools 

207 

28 

12 

247 

Number  of  Children 

28,258 

6,290 

5,987 

40,535 

Medical  Inspections  and 
Clinics  attended 

792 

336 

235 

1,363 

Number  of  other  Visits  to 
Schools  •••  •••  • • • 

2,949 

615 

236 

3,800 

Number  of  Examinations 
and  Re-examinations  for 
cleanliness  and  minor 
ailments 

167,870 

40,479 

20,082 

228,431 

Number  of  Individual  Chil- 
dren found  verminous 

261 

30 

11 

302 

Number  of  Individual 
Children  found  unclean 

1,170 

438 

294 

1,902 

Number  cleaned  and  re- 
cleaned ... 

2,628 

352 

44 

3,024 

Number  of  visits  to  Parents 
re  defects  and  un- 
cleanliness 

9,308 

2,009 

1,190 

12,507 

Total  number  of  Defects 
reported  on 

3,822 

1028 

1,659 

6,509 

Number  treated  satis- 

factorily and  number  re- 
ceiving medical  advice 

2,882 

659 

1,526 

5,067 

Percentage  treated  satis- 
factorily and  receiving 
medical  advice  ... 

75*4 

1 

64-1 

9D9 

1 

77-8 

29 


Chapter  VI. — THE  PHYSICALLY  AND 
MENTALLY  ABNORMAL  CHILD. 

Particulars  are  obtained  from  the  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officers,  the  school  nurses,  and  the  School  Attendance  Officers 
from  time  to  time  regarding  abnormal  children  who  have  come 
under  their  observation.  In  addition  during  the  present 
year  information  has  been  received  from  the  teachers  regarding 
the  presence  in  the  schools  of  mentally  subnormal  children. 
This  information  is  given  in  a special  report  regarding  each 
child  on  a special  form. 

The  Mentally  Defective  Child. — During  the  year  17 1 children 
were  examined  as  to  their  mental  condition.  Of  this  number  62 
were  recommended  for  admission  to  a special  school,  and  12  were 
referred  as  ineducable  to  the  Committee  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Act.  At  the  present  time  there  are  124  children 
attending  certified  schools  for  mentally  defective  children. 
Further  particulars  of  the  instruction  given  to  mentally  defective 
children  will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Kingsmeaa 
Residential  School. 

Report  of  Beechen  Grove  Special  Day  School,  Watford. — 

Miss  Schulze,  the  head  teacher,  reports  as  follows  : — Number 
of  children  on  roll  beginning  of  year,  37  ; number  admitted 
during  year,  13  ; number  left  during  year,  6 ; number  on  roll 
at  end  of  year,  44.  An  old  boy  whom  we  trained  for  art  and 
who  gained  a scholarship  from  this  school  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
has  now  been  taken  on  the  salaried  staff  as  an  artist.  He  was 
a pupil  in  the  school  for  over  six  years.  Aural  culture  does  much 
to  improve  the  mentality  of  the  children.  Seven  children  have 
profited  so  much  by  the  ear  training  that  they  can  now  play 
the  piano.  One  boy  has  passed  a Trinity  College  of  Music 
examination  in  pianoforte  playing  with  a high  percentage  of 
marks.  The  parents  speak  of  the  interest  in  and  love  of  music 
shown  by  the  children  and  the  improvement  shown  in  the 
conduct  of  a girl  who  was  a difficult  case  is  remarkable. 

Gardening  has  been  responsible  for  increased  health  in 
the  case  of  delicate  children.  During  the  summer  months 
some  of  the  children  take  their  handwork  to  the  garden,  while 
another  section  is  at  work  in  the  garden.  For  several  weeks 
20  boys  helped  to  make  the  County  Council  garden  for  the 
Bath  and  West  of  England  Show.  The  children  have  decorated 
their  own  classroom  by  varnishing,  staining  and  oil  painting. 
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The  Dull  and  Backward  Child. — During  the  year  reports 
were  received  of  71  children  of  this  type.  The  increase  in  the 
number  of  dull  and  backward  children  reported  during  the  year 
is  due  to  the  steps  which  have  been  taken  to  ascertain  through 
the  teachers  all  cases  of  mentally  subnormal  children  attending 
public  elementary  schools.  During  the  year  steps  have  been 
taken  to  make  special  provision  for  the  instruction  of  dull 
and  backward  children  in  Watford. 

The  Blind  Child. — Interference  with  instruction  in  a public 
elementary  school  may  arise  from  complete  or  partial  blindness. 
During  the  year  particulars  were  received  of  5 blind  or 
partially  blind  children,  and  these  were  recommended  for 
admission  to  special  schools.  At  the  present  time  13  blind 
children  are  attending  certified  schools  or  classes  for  the 
blind. 

The  Deaf  Child. — During  the  year  particulars  were  received 
of  2 deaf  or  partially  deaf  children  and  these  were  recom- 
mended for  admission  to  special  schools.  At  the  present  time 
there  are  24  totally  deaf  or  deaf  and  dumb  children  in  certified 
schools  for  the  deaf. 

The  Epileptic  Child. — The  education  of  the  epileptic  child 
is  not  infrequently  complicated  by  the  presence*  of  some  degree 
of  mental  deficiency.  During  the  year  particulars  were  received 
of  5 epileptic  children.  At  the  present  time  4 epileptic 
children  are  in  special  schools  for  epileptics. 

Physically  Defective  Children. — These  are  children  who  are 
crippled  or  who  suffer  from  some  physical  defect.  Particulars 
of  the  work  carried  out  in  connexion  with  the  treatment  of 
physically  defective  children  are  given  in  the  section  dealing 
with  orthopaedic  treatment. 

Schools  for  Blind  and  Deaf  Children. 

Barclay  Home  and  School  for  Blind  Girls,  Wellington  Road,  Brighton. 
Brighton  Asylum  for  the  Blind  (Male  Children),  Eastern  Road,  Brighton. 
Brighton  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  Deaf  and  Dumb  Children, 
136  Eastern  Road,  Brighton. 

North  Staffs.  Joint  Councils’  Residential  Blind  Council  School,  Penkhull, 
Staffordshire. 

North  Staffs.  Joint  Councils’  Residential  Deaf  Council  School,  Penkhull, 
Staffordshire. 

Kingsdown  (Bristol)  Council  Deaf  School,  10  Kingsdown  Parade,  Bristol. 
Royal  Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Friargate,  Derby. 

East  London  Home  and  School  for  Blind,  Warwick  Road,  Upper  Clapton,  N.E. 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  School  for  Blind  Mentally  Defective  Children,  48 
and  49  Kenilworth  Road,  Hastings. 
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Schools  for  Defective  and  Epileptic  Children. 

Sandwell  Hall  Institution  for  the  permanent  care  of  the  Mentally  Defective 
West  Bromwich,  Staffordshire. 

Pield  Heath  House  School  (Roman  Catholic),  Hillingdon,  Essex. 

Littleton  House  Special  School,  Uxbridge,  Middlesex. 

Knotty  Ash  Horticultural  Special  School,  Liverpool. 

St.  Vincent’s  Roman  Catholic  Home  for  Physically  Defective  Boys,  Eastcote 
Pinner,  Middlesex. 

The  Christian  Social  Service  Union  School,  Ling-field,  Surrey. 

St.  Elizabeth’s  Epileptic  School  (Roman  Catholic),  Much  Hadham,  Herts. 
Chalfont  St.  Peter  Colony  for  Epileptics,  Chalfont  St.  Peter,  Bucks. 

Besford  Court  House,  Worcestershire. 

Heritage  Schools  of  Arts  and  Crafts  for  Cripples,  Chailey,  Sussex. 

Pontville  for  Feeble-minded  Roman  Catholics,  Ormskirk. 

Hillside  House  R.C.,  Buntingford. 


Chapter  VII.— REPORT  OF  THE  MANAGERS 
OF  THE  HERTFORD  KINGS  MEAD  SPECIAL 
RESIDENTIAL  SCHOOL 

Relating  to  the  Year  ended  31ST  December,  1926. 

i.  The  Managers  are  able  to  report  a year  of  steady  progress. 
Each  additional  year  the  school  is  opened  tends  to  confirm  the  Managers' 
opinion  that  the  best  results  are  obtained  by  receiving  children  into  the 
school  at  an  early  age,  about  8 or  9 years,  as  in  most  cases  unless  there  is 
a long  period  of  residence,  discipline,  and  tuition,  the  children  are  rarely 
fitted,  upon  attaining  the  age  of  16  years,  to  enter  into  employment 
or  to  return  to  their  homes,  but  require  subsequent  institutional  care. 

The  proportion  of  Hertfordshire  children  to  that  of  out-county  children 
continues  to  rise,  due  to  the  completion  of  the  school  medical  service 
scheme  under  which  more  defective  children  are  ascertained  and  certified 
under  Part  V of  the  Education  Act,  1921. 

The  numbers  in  residence  on  31st  December,  1926  were  : — Hertford- 
shire children  : Boys,  50,  Girls  30,  total  80.  Out-county  children  : 
Boys  15,  Girls,  20,  total  35,  making  a total  number  of  115  children  under 
16  years  of  age.  In  addition  there  were  nine  feeble-minded  young  women 
in  residence,  making  a grand  total  of  124  in  residence. 

The  Managers  submit  with  this  report  the  reports  from  officials 
dealing  with  their  respective  departments.  With  regard  to  the  financial 
conditions,  the  net  expenditure  out  of  the  county  rates  for  the  financial 
year  ended  31st  March,  1926,  is  ^2,657  18s.  nd.  The  net  cost  per  head 
falling  upon  the  county  rates  is  ^20  12s.  id.,  excluding  staff,  and  /18  9 s.  2 d. 
including  staff.  For  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1925,  the  net  cost  per 
head  on  the  county  rates  was  £22  is.,  excluding  staff,  and  £ 19  15s.  11  d. 
including  staff. 

W.  Graveson, 

Chairman . 
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School  Medical  Officer’s  Report. 

2.  During  the  year  the  general  health  of  the  children  in  the  school 
has,  on  the  whole  been  satisfactory  and  improvement  in  their  mental 
condition  except  in  the  case  of  those  of  a low-grade  type  has  been  well 
maintained.  The  earliest  and  most  striking  improvement  is  observed 
in  the  general  conduct  and  behaviour  of  the  children.  They  take  a more 
intelligent  interest  in  their  surroundings,  and  are  soon  able  to  take  greater 
care  of  themselves  in  regard  to  tidiness,  cleanliness,  feeding,  dressing,  etc. 
The  first  important  step  aimed  at  in  the  school  is  to  get  a child  to  dress, 
feed,  and  attend  to  itself  like  a normal  child.  In  the  lower  grade  cases 
this  is  a great  achievement  although  it  is  not  always  successfully  achieved. 

During  the  year,  16  children  were  admitted  and  21  children  were 
discharged.  Those  discharged  were  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 

Boys.  Girls. 

Herts.  Out  county.  Herts.  Out  county.  Total. 
Admissions  ....  9 1 6 - 16 


Discharged  into  care  of  parents  4 1 

Discharged  into  care  of  parents 
pending  admission  to  certified 
Institution  ...  - - 

Discharged  to  other  Institutions  2 1 

Discharged  to  other  Authorities  - - 

Discharged  as  unsuitable  or 

otherwise  dealt  with  . . - 1 


1 1 

2 

5 

2 1 


7 


2 

3 

5 


* 


4 


Total  Discharges  ...  6 3 5 7 21 


During  the  year  16  cases  were  admitted  to  the  school,  of  which  one 
was  an  out-county  case,  and  15  were  county  cases.  Special  care  con- 
tinues to  be  taken  to  restrict  admissions  to  the  high-grade  type  of  case, 
but  it  is  not  always  possible  to  avoid  the  admission  of  low-grade  cases. 
Owing  to  the  number  of  cases  recommended  for  instruction  in  Kings- 
mead  School  some  unavoidable  delay  has  occasionally  occurred  in  the 
admission  of  children  to  the  school.  It  is  important  that  children  should 
be  admitted  at  an  early  age.  Too  frequently  in  the  past  children  have  not 
been  admitted  until  they  were  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age,  chiefly  owing 
to  the  objection  of  parents,  and  the  difficulties  of  moulding  and  improving 
the  moral  and  mental  character  of  such  children  increase  with  increasing 
years.  There  has  been  a considerable  improvement  in  this  respect  however, 
and  children  are  now  admitted  at  an  earlier  age. 

Improvement  in  Mental  Condition. 

3.  The  standard  of  intelligence  of  all  children  is  estimated  either 
immediately  before  or  after  admission  and  again  just  before  discharge 
from  the  school.  Each  child  is  examined  yearly  in  consultation  with 
the  head  mistress  and  a report  regarding  the  extent  to  which  progress 
in  mental  and  manual  work  is  being  made  is  submitted  to  the  Managers. 
When  the  report  proves  unsatisfactory  a further  examination  is  made 
with  a view  to  deciding  whether  it  is  advisable  to  retain  the  child  for  a 
further  period  or  to  arrange  for  discharge.  This  examination  of  children 
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at  stated  periods  yields  evidence  of  the  improvement  which  takes  place 
in  the  character  and  intelligence  of  the  majority  of  the  children.  Children 
with  a standard  of  intelligence  above  60  per  cent,  of  the  normal  respond  well 
to  the  instruction  given.  Those  with  an  intelligence  standard  below  50  per 
cent,  are  not  promising  from  an  educational  point  of  view  and  are,  generally 
speaking,  unsuitable  for  admission  to  the  School.  Indeed,  the  association 
of  low-grade  cases  with  the  high-grade  feeble-minded  type  of  child  is 
undesirable  as  the  moral  and  mental  influence  of  the  former  upon  the 
latter  is  distinctly  harmful.  It  is  not  always  possible,  however,  to  exclude 
some  of  the  lower  grade  cases,  but  this  difficulty  will  to  a large  extent  be 
overcome  when  a certified  institution  has  been  provided  to  which  children 
who  have  proved  ineducable  or  undesirable  can  be  transferred. 


Improvement  in  Physical  Condition. 

4.  The  general  health  of  the  children  during  the  year  has  on  the 
whole  been  good,  although  there  was  an  epidemic  of  mumps  and  several 
cases  of  more  serious  illness  and  of  accidental  injury  have  occurred.  There 
have  been  seven  cases  of  infectious  disease,  in  addition  to  the  cases  of 
mumps,  five  of  scarlet  fever,  and  two  of  diphtheria.  Six  children  were 
admitted  to  the  County  Hospital  during  the  year  for  the  following  con- 
ditions : rheumatic  fever,  pneumonia  (2),  hernia,  tuberculous  meningitis, 
and  injury  to  wrist.  One  child  was  sent  to  Moor  fields  Eye  Hospital, 
London,  owing  to  injury  to  the  left  eye.  The  girl  with  tuberculous 
meningitis  died  in  the  County  Hospital — all  the  other  cases  recovered. 

The  nutrition  of  the  children  continues  to  be  satisfactory,  and  all 
have  gained  weight  during  the  year,  some  to  the  extent  of  10  or  12  lbs. 
The  children  are  examined  once  a year,  and  on  other  occasions  when 
necessary  as  regards  their  physical  condition  by  the  Visiting  Medical 
Officer,  Dr.  Ravensworth  Hart,  and  special  facilities  are  provided  for 
the  treatment  of  any  defects  found,  detailed  reference  to  which  has  been 
made  in  previous  reports.  The  necessity  for  hospital  provision  in  the 
school  for  ordinary  cases  of  illness  was  emphasized  in  last  year’s  report 
and  during  the  year  two  rooms  with  four  beds  in  each  have  been  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Medical  Officer  for  the  isolation  and  treatment  of 
cases  of  illness.  These  rooms  have  proved  of  distinct  value  as  they  permit 
the  immediate  isolation  of  suspected  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  during  the  year  in  obtaining 
hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  scarlet  fever  which  occurred  in  the 
School.  As  immediate  isolation  was  essential  the  Reception  Block, 
near  the  gate,  was  opened  and  this  provided  isolation  for  six  cases  of 
scarlet  fever.  Hospital  provision  for  five  other  cases  was  obtained  in  the 
Cheshunt  Isolation  Hospital,  and  in  the  Hitchin  and  Letchworth  Isolation 
Hospital. 

The  question  of  hospital  accommodation  for  future  cases  of  infectious 
disease  has  been  considered  by  the  Managers,  and  the  following  arrange- 
ments are  proposed  : (a)  hospital  provision  for  low-grade  cases  of 

infectious  disease  to  be  made  in  the  reception  wards  near  the  gate  of  the 
school  ; (b)  high-grade  cases  of  infectious  disease  coming  from  the  area 

of  the  Joint  Hospital  Board  to  be  sent  to  the  Hertford  and  District  Hospital, 
and  (c)  in  the  event  of  additional  accommodation  being  required,  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  make  such  arrangements  as  may  be 
desirable  to  secure  the  necessary  accommodation. 
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With  reference  to  the  health  of  the  children  during  the  year,  Dr.  Hart 
reports  as  follows  : — 

I have  to  report  that  during  the  past  year  there  have  been  the  following 
cases  of  illness  at  Kingsmead  School  : 

Illness.  5 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

2 ,,  Diphtheria. 

50  ,,  Mumps. 

2 ,,  Pneumonia  (sent  to  County  Hospital). 

1 case  of  Rheumatic  Fever  (sent  to  County  Hospital). 

1 ,,  Cerebral  Meningitis  (sent  to  County  Hospital  : died). 

1 ,,  Hernia  (sent  to  County  Hospital  for  operation). 

Accidents.  Nail  in  eye  (sent  to  Moorfields  Hospital). 

Cut  wrist  (sent  to  County  Hospital). 

Eyesight.  50  Children  examined  or  re-examined  and  spectacles  provided 
where  necessary. 

Dental  Treatment.  30  children  received  treatment. 


I am  glad  to  say  that  the  new  isolation  wards  have  proved  of  considerable 
value  during  the  recent  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever,  and  have  contributed  largely, 
in  my  opinion,  to  the  limitation  of  the  number  of  cases. 

The  isolation  block  had  to  be  opened  and  admitted  six  cases  of  scarlet 
fever.  The  remaining  cases  were  distributed  to  various  isolation  hospitals. 

I have  made  a general  examination  of  all  the  children  during  the  year 
and  the  general  standard  of  health  appears  to  be  satisfactory. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that,  in  spite  of  illness  during  the  past  year  there 
have  been  no  fatalities  except  in  the  case  of  the  girl  who  died  in  the  County 
Hospital  from  cerebral  meningitis. 

E.  Ra.vensworth  Hart. 

Conclusions. 

5.  There  is  little  new  to  report  on  the  work  of  the  school  during 
the  year.  The  care  and  instruction  of  the  children  continue  to  be  main- 
tained at  a high  level  and  from  a study  of  the  yearly  reports  one  is  impressed 
by  the  steady  improvement  in  mental  and  manual  work  recorded  in  the 
case  of  the  higher-grade  children.  The  urgent  need  for  a certified  institu- 
tion to  which  ineducable  children  and  children  who  reach  the  age  of 
16,  and  who  require  further  care  and  supervision,  continues  to  be 
experienced. 

The  question  of  the  home  employment  of  the  children  who  return 
home  on  reaching  the  age  of  16,  has  been  considered  during  the  year. 
Many  of  these  children  have  been  trained  in  various  forms  of  handwork 
which  with  some  supervision  could  be  continued  in  their  homes.  It  is 
hoped  that  experimental  efforts  in  this  direction  may  be  made  during  the 
year.  It  is  also  proposed  some  time  during  the  year  to  have  a sale  of  the 
articles  made  in  the  school  in  conjunction  with  articles  made  by  the  blind 
under  the  instruction  of  home  teachers,  and  also  those  made  by  the  children 
attending  the  Watford  Beechen  Grove  Special  School. 

During  my  visits  to  the  school,  I have  been  much  impressed  by  its 
cleanliness,  by  the  care  and  supervision  carried  out,  and  by  the  methods 
adopted  of  education  and  manual  instruction. 

H.  Hyslop  Thomson, 

School  Medical  Officer. 

Head  Mistress’s  Report 


7.  Staff. — Head  Mistress,  two  certificated,  one  uncertificated,  two 
supplementary  teachers,  and  two  part-time  instructors. 

Organization. — Five  graded  classes  and  one  mixed  ungraded  class 
for  academical  subjects.  These  are  again  subdivided  for  manual  work. 
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Reading  and  Writing.  This  is  always  taken  in  juxtaposition  in  all 
grades.  Proficiency  up  to  Standard  III  grade,  normal  Reader,  is  possible 
with  most  older  boys  and  girls,  who  can  also  correctly  describe  a picture 
m simple  language,  and  write  a letter  home,  etc.  Junior  grades  can  mostly 
read  Primer  I and  II,  and  Reader  I.  Script  is  used  throughout  all  grades, 
for  correlation.  Good,  bold,  well-formed  efforts  with  neat  books,  and  even 
individual  styles,  are  attained.  Some  children  can  learn  to  write  very 
well  indeed,  even  if  slow  in  ability  for  attaining  to  read  at  all.  The  lowest 
grade  begin  to  copy  script,  and  learn  to  distinguish  letters,  etc.,  by  the 
Montessori  sense-training  apparatus,  which  gives  unique  results  with 
all  grades  and  types.  The  manipulation  of  the  different  sections  in  this 
helps  to  stimulate  dormant  perceptive  powers.  Curiosity  is  aroused,  which 
can  be  used  to  sustain  mental  activities.  The  sense  of  touch  helps  those 
children  who  are  deaf  and  who  have  paralysis,  etc.,  to  grasp  joyfully  that 
which  otherwise  would  be  entirely  missed  by  them  on  account  of  their 
physical  disability.  This  grade  still  contains  many  children  with  draw- 
backs of  this  kind. 

Number. — Simple  problems  in  the  four  rules  and  money  are  possible 
with  some  types  of  children.  Practical  shopping  is  done  at  the  “ School 
Store  which  is  set  up.  Coins  are  handled,  also  weighing  and  measuring 
done.  Time  is  taught  by  the  clock-face,  etc.,  and  rulers,  time-tables, 
scales,  calendars,  bus  tickets,  etc.  are  used.  Every  kind  of  practical 
work  is  done  and  encouraged  to  induce  intelligent  familiarity  with  things 
pertaining  to  every-day  life.  Neatness  is  attained  in  books  mostly.  There 
are  some  types  of  children  who  cannot,  except  very  slowly,  make  progress 
with  number  at  all.  Other  types  make  very  good  progress. 

Drawing.  This  subject  is  weak  mostly  through  lack  of  hand-control. 
Some  few  show  facility  and  are  specially  encouraged,  and  originality,  with 
neatness  of  execution  has  been  attained  by  them.  Nature  specimens 
and  design  are  improved,  and  generally  speaking  tracing  is  neat. 

Singing. — Folk-songs  and  National  songs  are  well  rendered.  Tunes 
always  attract,  and  are  acquired  before  words.  A toy-symphony  band 
was  attempted  this  year.  Speech  production  and  voice  training  are  made 
the  most  possible  use  of  to  enable  the  children  to  enunciate  properly  and 
memorize  words.  To  memorize  is  the  chief  difficulty  at  all  times.  The 
splendid  efforts  made  by  the  children  for  the  concert  at  Christmas  show 
how  this  difficulty  was  overcome. 

Physical  Training.— Older  children  work,  through  definite  tables. 
All  grades  have  folk-dancing  and  eurythmics.  The  imitative  games  prove 
a great  joy  to  all,  and  give  good  results.  Carriage  is  improved,  and  a sense 
of  rhythm  attained.  Organized  games  include  football,  cricket,  stool- 
ball,  net-ball,  etc.  Swimming  is  taken  by  older  boys  and  girls.  A land-drill 
apparatus  is  used,  and  has  helped  considerably.  This  was  made  by  the 
older  boys  in  their  woodwork  shop,  leather  fittings  being  made  in  the  boot- 
making shop.  This  year  three  boys,  W.  P.,  L.  D.,  and  W.  S.  have  won 
the  County  Council  swimming  certificate,  being  an  improvement  on  all 
former  records,  and  a very  creditable  result  of  efforts  maintained. 

Manual  Work. — Boot-making,  woodwork,  basketry,  chair-caning,  rug- 
work,  and  gardening  for  the  older  boys.  Plain  and  fancy  needlework, 
art  leather-work,  raffia  and  light  basket-work,  soft-toy-making  for 
older  girls,  who  are  also  able  to  mend  their  own  stockings  weekly. 
The  older  girls  are  also  taught  gardening.  Junior  classes  do 
knitting,  sewing,  raffia- work,  weaving  and  winding,  and  mat  making. 
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Lowest  grades  have  frame  knitting  and  reel  work,  bead  and  clay- 
work,  and  paper  mat  weaving,  in  connection  with  sense-training, 
etc.  All  the  various  manual  activities  formed  part  of  the  ex- 
hibition, at  the  “ Bath  and  West  Show  ” held  at  Watford,  this  year. 
The  variety  of  occupation,  and  quality  of  workmanship  were  highly 
spoken  of  by  competent  critics  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  who  were 
pleasantly  surprised  to  find  such  good  results  achieved  by  defective 
children  after  special  training.  This  appreciation  from  those  far  remote 
was  gratifying  to  those  who  had  trained  the  children,  and  taken  much 
trouble  to  get  their  work  ready  in  time  for  this  exhibition.  The  sales  were 
unusually  good,  and  also  at  the  Christmas  display  of  work  many  more 
articles  were  sold  and  further  orders  taken.  Parents  were  proud  to  carry 
away  articles  made  by  their  children,  and  expressed  much  satisfaction 
with  their  work. 

Discipline. — This  is  developed  with  as  much  freedom  as  possible, 
and  no  repression  is  needed.  The  children  are  encouraged  to  be  happily 
busy.  They  develop  self-restraint  and  cheerful  respectful  politeness  is 
the  prevailing  tone.  Loyalty  and  good  response  is  evidenced.  This 
establishes  a good  atmosphere  which  results  in  sustained  effort  and 
enthusiasm.  M.  Agnes  Pullan, 

Head  Mistress. 

Superintendent’s  Report. 


8.  A marked  improvement  is  noticeable  in  the  children  resident  in 
this  school,  and  particularly  so  in  those  admitted  of  younger  years. 

Attention  to  their  health  is  of  special  consideration.  Every  care 
is  given  to  detect  weaknesses,  ailments,  and  to  prevent  sickness. 

An  epidemic  of  mumps  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year — 
50  cases — these  were  isolated,  and  nursed  with  every  attention,  to  complete 
recovery.  As  a precautionary  measure  it  was  considered  advisable  to 
cancel  the  arrangements  for  parents’  visits  during  the  epidemic. 
A nourishing  diet  is  provided,  varied  from  time  to  time  as  recom- 
mended by  the  medical  officer,  and  the  children  are  fed  according  to 
appetite — with  all  reasonable  care. 

The  children’s  recreation  and  amusements  receive  constant  attention, 
encouraging  plenty  of  open-air  exercise. 

Twelve  boys  were  trained  for  the  local  Sports  on  Whit-Monday, 
and  performed  well.  Special  prizes  were  given  by  Mr.  Douglas  Burgess. 

Divine  Service  is  held  every  Sunday  morning  by  the  Chaplain  or 
his  assistant.  The  children  appear  attentive  and  interested  in  the  services, 
which  are  well  within  their  apprehension,  very  appropriate  and  instructive. 
They  also  practise  the  hymns,  etc.  with  the  organist  every  Tuesday 
evening. 

Girls  of  14  years  of  age  receive  instruction,  three  half-days  a week, 
under  the  Matron  in  general  domestic  work  : — cooking,  kitchen  work,  and 
laundry  work.  From  15  years  of  age  they  are  given  half-time  instruction, 
rendering  a good  account  of  the  training  given  them.  The  boys  are  trained 
to  be  useful  in  domestic  work,  suitable  to  their  age  and  ability. 

It  was  found  possible  during  the  summer  vacation  to  arrange  for  65 
Hertfordshire  children  and  18  out-county  children  to  visit  their  parents 
or  relatives  for  a six-weeks  holiday.  The  remaining  38,  having  no  suitable 
homes  to  go  to,  were  catered  for  with  various  games,  picnics,  and  outings, 
and  given  a trip  to  the  seaside  by  motor  coach  on  25th  August,  which 
they  greatly  enjoyed. 
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During  the  winter  evenings  lantern  and  musical  entertainments 
have  been  provided,  a bonfire  and  firework  display  in  November  and 
successful  arrangements  were  made  for  the  children  to  have  a happy  time 
at  Christmas,  which  they  joyfully  appreciated. 

The  staff  recognize  the  necessity  of  working  strenuously  on  these 
occasions  for  the  general  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  children  and  enter 
into  the  matter  most  assiduously,  always  encouraging  the  essentials  of 
forming  character  and  good  behaviour. 

Frequently  the  non-resident  staff  contribute  in  no  small  measure 
to  accomplish  the  success  of  our  undertakings. 

Changes  occur  at  intervals  among  the  staff,  who  find  the  work  some- 
what strenuous.  It  is  exceptionally  difficult  to  obtain  suitable  persons  to 
take  up  the  work. 

Various  gifts  have  been  kindly  sent  by  generous  donors,  which  are 
always  acceptable  and  the  entertainments  for  the  children  provided  outside 
the  school  were  most  enjoyable. 

Many  communications  received  from  parents  and  friends  of  the 
children  express  much  appreciation  of  the  marked  improvement  in  their 
general  character,  health,  and  conduct  at  home  when  on  holiday. 

G.  T.  S.  Walters, 

Superintendent. 

Chaplain’s  Report. 


9.  It  is  difficult  to  say  anything  fresh  or  of  any  special  interest 
about  the  work  as  Chaplain  of  Hertford  Special  Residential  School. 
Mr.  Davies  and  I have  held  services  every  Sunday  and  one  on  Good- 
Friday  and  Christmas  Day,  and  a Bible  Class  every  Thursday.  The 
children  show  signs  of  attention  and  understanding  in  both  of  these.  Of 
course  they  differ  in  power  of  concentration  very  largely.  They  show 
marked  improvement  after  a fair  period  in  the  School,  and  I have  no 
doubt  of  the  value  of  the  careful  and  sympathetic  training  they  receive 
in  it. 

T.  Landulph  Smith, 


Extracts  from  Parents’  Letters. 


G.  G.  (Sussex). 

I am  delighted  she  is  so  well  cared  for  and  happy. 


Chaplain. 


F.  M.  (Hants). 

We  know  she  is  getting  on  and  pleased  she  is  a good  girl  and  improving. 


G.  5.  (Plymouth). 

I am  very  glad  to  see  he  is  getting  on  so  well. 

J . B.  (St.  Albans). 

I never  worry  about  loan  while  she  is  under  your  care,  and  I feel  she  has 
a mother  in  you.  Joan  loves  you  very  much  by  the  way  she  speaks  of  you. 


C.  W.  (an  old  pupil). 

I think  of  the  old  days  that  I had  with  you  and  wish  I was  back  again. 
Mother  said  that  you  brought  me  up  well. 
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Chapter  VI 1 1.— STRUCTURAL  AND  SANITARY 

ALTERATIONS. 

Special  cards  are  supplied  to  the  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officers  on  which  to  report  the  existence  of 
structural  or  sanitary  defects  and  any  recommendations 
which  it  is  considered  necessary  to  make  ; on  receipt  of 
these  cards  particulars  regarding  the  defects  are  forwarded  to 
the  County  Surveyor  : — 

The  following  are  special  references  in  some  of  the  reports 
of  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  bearing  on  the  question 
of  school  sanitation  : — 

St  Albans  : Dr.  Paton.  In  connexion  with  Wheat- 
hampstead  School  improvements  on  hand  in  regard  to  ventila- 
tion, lighting  and  offices.  London  Colney  School  : Improve- 
ments as  regards  playground  and  officers  under  consideration. 
Abbey  School  : Lighting  and  ventilation  have  been  improved. 

Cheshunt  : Dr.  McClymont.  The  playground  of  New 
Waltham  School  is  in  a bad  condition  ; it  is  insufficient  in  size 
and  there  are  holes  in  it. 

Puckeridge  and  District  : Dr.  Ewing.  Cottered  School 
requires  another  class  partition  as  the  noise  is  marked.  Rushden 
School  requires  porch  to  be  repaired,  also  there  is  not  sufficient 
hanging  room.  Sandon  : A new  and  improved  washing  place 
has  been  built  and  cloakroom  provided.  Measden  : Fence 
and  porch  require  to  be  mended  ; school  room  has  been 
redecorated.  Much  Hadham  : Enormous  improvements  have 
been  carried  out  here.  The  classrooms  have  been  practically 
re-built  ; new  and  extensive  lighting,  heating  and  all  lavatory 
accommodation  re-built. 

Stevenage  : Dr.  Grosvenor.  The  premises  at  the  Girls’ 
and  Infants’  School  are  not  ideal,  but  they  conform  as  far  as 
possible  to  requirements  and  are  recognized  as  efficient. 

Hatfield  and  District  : Dr.  Ballance.  Essendon  School 
requires  a new  modern  type  of  desk.  The  hall  in  the  Pear-tree 
District,  which  is  being  used  as  an  infant  school,  is  by  no  means 
ideal  as  it  is  used  for  many  other  purposes. 

Watford  (Four  Schools)  : Dr.  Buchanan.  The  electric 
lighting  is  poor  at  Alexandra  School  and  also  in  Callow  Land 
Girls’  and  Infants’  departments.  At  St.  Andrew’s  lighting 
might  be  improved  by  the  installation  of  electric  light.  The 
heating  at  Alexandra  School  does  not  appear  to  be  quite 
sufficient.  Callow  Land  Boys’  School  has  been  put  into 
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thorough  repair,  inside  and  out,  and  the  result  is  satisfactory. 
The  provision  of  drinking  water  for  boys  is  desirable.  The 
exterior  of  St.  Andrew’s  has  been  painted  and  the  roof  repaired. 

Hertford  and  District  : Dr.  Dunn.  Improvements  have 
been  carried  out  at  various  schools,  the  chief  of  which  are  : 
Hertford  Borough  : Extensive  alterations  have  recently  taken 
place  at  All  Saints’  Girls’  School.  Bishop’s  Stortford  : A new, 
up^to-date  Infants’  School  has  been  erected  in  connexion 
with  St  Michael’s  on  the  site  of  the  old  one.  At  Bayford  some 
much-needed  sanitary  improvements  have  been  carried  out. 
The  new  school  at  Hunsdon  has  been  completed,  and  is  now 
in  use. 


Chapter  IX.  —OPEN-AIR  INSTRUCTION  — 
PHYSICAL  TRAINING  — JUVENILE  EM- 
PLOYMENT. 

Open-air  Instruction. — In  previous  reports  reference  has 
been  made  to  the  value  of  open-air  instruction  in  improving  the 
physical  and  mental  condition  of  growing  and  delicate  school 
children.  This  method  of  instruction  is  carried  out  in  many 
schools  in  the  county  during  the  summer  months,  when  the 
weather  permits  of  the  children  sitting  out  of  doors.  Open-air 
instruction  is  of  special  value  in  the  case  of  backward  and 
defective  children.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  in  the  experience 
• of  several  teachers  the  children  who  live  some  distance  from 
school  are  in  the  morning  more  alert  mentally  than  those  who 
live  close  at  hand. 

Special  reference  is  made  to  the  value  of  open-air  instruction 
by  some  of  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  in  their  reports. 
But  of  even  greater  value  than  open-air  instruction,  which 
can  only  be  carried  out  during  the  summer  months  when  there 
is  long  sunlight,  is  the  efficient  ventilation  with  adequate 
warming  of  the  schools  during  the  winter  months,  when  the 
duration  of  sunlight  is  short. 

Physical  Training. — The  value  of  Physical  Training  has 
been  referred  to  in  previous  reports.  I he  following  are 
extracts  from  the  Annual  Report  of  Mr.  Richardson,  the 
Organizer  of  Physical  Training: — “The  year  1926  has 
witnessed  an  increasing  interest  in  all  phases  of  physical 
training  and  there  is  abundant  evidence  to  support  the 


40 


opinion  that  the  subject  has  at  last,  in  the  majority  of 
schools,  obtained  its  rightful  place  in  the  curriculum.  The 
attitude  of  considering  physical  training  as  ‘ another  subject 
to  be  fitted  into  the  time-table  ’ is  rapidly  passing,  and  in  its 
place  is  the  realization  that,  correctly  taught,  it  can  be,  and 
is,  a potent  factor  in  securing  the  health  and  well-being  of  the 
child/’ 

“ Physical  Exercises. — The  correct  * atmosphere  ’■  of  the 
Syllabus  of  the  Board  of  Education  is  at  last  being  obtained, 
and  the  dull,  formal  ‘ drill  ’ lessons  which  were  apparent 
some  five  years  ago  are  giving  place  to  active,  spirited  lessons 
which  can  be  enjoyed  both  by  the  teacher  and  the  child.  In 
saying  this,  however,  it  is  necessary  to  state  that  in  some  cases 
the  lessons  are  apt  to  be  too  informal.  There  must  be  a definite 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  children  when  exercises  are  performed, 
otherwise  no  physical  value  can  be  obtained  from  performance 
of  such  exercises,  to  say  nothing  of  the  effect  upon  a child  who 
is  allowed  to  do  slipshod  work.” 

“ It  is  not  always  understood  that  a physical  training  lesson 
requires  definite  preparation.  It  is  the  last  section  of  the 
‘ Table  ’ which  is  usually  unprepared,  and  in  many  cases  omitted, 
yet  this  section,  which  includes  running,  jumping,  leaping,  etc., 
is  the  most  important  and  the  most  enjoyable  part  of  a physical 
training  lesson.  There  is  a tendency  to  forget  the  ‘ Activity  ’ 
work  and  proceed  straight  from  the  formal  exercises  to  the 
game.” 

“Again,  the  necessity  of  keeping  closely  to  the  Board’s 
Syllabus,  both  as  regards  the  sequence  of  ‘ Tables  ’ and 
exercises,  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized.  If  this  is  not 
observed  then  either  one  of  two  things  happen  : the  exercises 
attempted  are  either  too  difficult  or  too  easy  ; if  the  former,  then 
the  child  becomes  discouraged ; if  the  latter  he  is  indifferent  and 
does  not  take  the  work  seriously,  both  of  which  are  fatal  to 
a successful  lesson.” 

“It  is  desirable  to  urge  the  necessity  of  increased  correction 
of  faulty  positions  adopted  during  a physical  training  lesson. 
The  importance  of  this  is  so  obvious  that  it  ought  not  to  need 
emphasizing,  yet  it  is  frequently  overlooked.  The  ability  to 
correct,  depends  of  course  upon  self-knowledge,  which  can  best 
be  obtained  by  attending  classes  arranged  by  the  Authority 
for  its  teachers.” 

“ And  finally,  it  is  a pleasure  indeed  to  state  that  the  idea 
that  a rainy  day  means  no  physical  training  is  gradually  dis- 
appearing. It  is  a great  temptation  for  a teacher  to  switch 
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on  to  another  lesson  when  it  is  not  possible  to  take  the  physical 
training  lesson  in  the  playground.  Some  really  effective  work, 
such  as  correcting  faulty  position,  and  postural  training,  can  be 
accomplished.  It  is  a mistake  to  imagine  that  nothing  can  be 
done  in  a class  room/’ 

“ Playgrounds. — The  playground  is  the  gymnasium  of  the 
elementary  school,  and  in  a gymnasium  one  of  the  most  important 
pieces  of  apparatus  is  the  floor  itself.  It  will  be  readily  seen 
then  why  it  is  important  to  have  a good  playground  surface  if 
the  physical  training  is  to  have  a real  chance  of  development. 
The  elementary  school  child  is  usually  the  worst  shod,  and  he  is 
helped  to  wear  out  his  boots  more  quickly  by  being  compelled 
to  work  on  unsuitable  playing  surfaces.  Furthermore  it  cannot 
be  conducive  to  good  health  for  the  child  to  move  about  on 
damp,  muddy  surfaces,  nor  can  it  be  easy  to  teach  the  importance 
of  cleanliness  when  one  sees  the  state  of  the  footwear  and  the 
schoolroom  floors.” 

“ This  is  really  an  urgent  problem,  for  to  be  really  effective 
physical  training  must  be  taken  in  the  open  air.” 

“ Playing  Fields. — The  decision  of  the  County  Council  to 
purchase,  when  possible,  an  additional  two  acres  in  obtaining 
sites  for  new  schools,  to  be  used  as  a playing  field,  coupled  with 
the  fact  that  it  is  willing,  where  necessary,  to  pay  a small  rent 
for  a field  for  those  schools  which  are  without  facilities,  is  a matter 
of  very  great  satisfaction,  for  it  ensures  the  future.  With  regard 
to  the  present,  the  position  in  some  respects  is  more  favourable 
than  a year  ago  in  that  playing  facilities  have  been  secured  by 
schools  hitherto  without  them.  This  has  been  brought  about 
by  various  means,  namely,  the  utilization  of  County  Council 
school  building  sites,  the  acquisition  of  land  by  local  governing 
authorities,  the  persistent  efforts  of  individual  head  teachers, 
the  public-spirited  action  of  land-owners,  and  to  the  educating 
of  public  opinion  as  to  the  needs  of  the  elementary  school  child.” 

“ Summary. — It  is  pointed  out  at  the  commencement  of  this 
report  that  interest  has  increased  in  all  phases  of  the  subject, 
and  the  following  is  evidence  of  this  statment. 

1.  The  very  satisfactory  state  of  the  school  time-tables, 
showing  physical  training  is  becoming  well  established. 

2.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  Schools  Athletic  Associa- 
tions, their  activities,  and  the  number  of  teams  competing. 

3.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  Swimming  certificates 
awarded  and  the  number  of  children  taught  to  swim. 

4.  A much  more  satisfactory  state  with  regard  to  playing 

fields. 
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5.  The  number  of  playgrounds  permanently  marked  for 
games. 

6.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  schools  which  have  seen 
the  advantage  of  wearing  ‘ team-colours  ’ during  a physical 
training  lesson. 

7.  The  splendid  efforts  made  by  many  teachers  to  raise 
money  for  in-school  and  out-of-school  physical  activities  of  the 
children/ ’ 

Employment  of  Children. — With  regard  to  the  employment 
of  school  children  it  is  necessary  to  point  out  that  Section  13  (1) 
of  “ The  Education  Act,  1918  ”,  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  day  of  April,  1920,  and  that  the  conditions  which  now  prevail 
in  the  county  with  regard  to  the  employment  of  children  are 
as  follows  : (1)  A child  under  the  age  of  12  shall  not  be  employed, 
(2)  a child  of  the  age  of  12  or  upwards  shall  not  be  employed 
on  any  Sunday  for  more  than  two  hours,  (3)  a child  of  the  age 
of  12  or  upwards  shall  not  be  employed  on  any  day  on  which  he 
or  she  is  required  to  attend  school  before  the  close  of  school 
hours  on  that  day,  (4)  a child  of  the  age  of  12  or  upwards  shall 
not  be  employed  on  any  day  before  6 o’clock  in  the  morning 
nor  after  8 o’clock  in  the  evening. 
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Chapter  X.— CON C L U S I ON S. 

The  \vork  of  School  Medical  Inspection  has  been  carried 
out  in  a highly  satisfactory  manner  during  the  year. 

The  estimated  number  of  inspections  required  was  12,471, 
and  the  actual  number  carried  out  was  13,456.  The  percentage 
of  defects  found  on  examination  for  which  directions  were 
considered  necessary  was  49-1  compared  with  49-2  last  year. 
Schools  were  closed  on  78  occasions,  compared  with  86  last 
year  ; the  chief  cause  was  measles. 

The  general  nutrition  of  the  children  was  better  than 
last  year ; some  degree  of  malnutrition  existing  in  5*5  per  cent., 
compared  with  5*9  for  the  previous  year,  but  the  percentage 
requiring  to  be  referred  for  treatment  was  higher,  namely,  1 -4, 
compared  with  1*2  for  last  year. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  further  improvement 
in  the  cleanliness  of  the  children.  The  percentage  of  children 
with  uncleanliness  of  the  head  referred  for  treatment  was 
i*3*  compared  with  1-4  last  year,  and  that  of  children  with 
uncleanliness  of  the  body  referred  for  treatment  was  1*2, 
compared  with  1-5  for  1925.  This  improvement  is  almost 
entirely  due  to  the  routine  inspections  and  untiring  efforts 
of  the  school  nurses. 

There  is  a slight  increase  in  the  percentage  of  children 
with  defective  vision,  namely,  7-0,  compared  with  6-2;  the 
percentage  requiring  treatment  is,  however,  the  same  as  last 
year,  namely,  3*4. 

Ihere  is  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  children  with 
defective  teeth,  the  percentage  being  36*1,  compared  with  37-2 
for  the  previous  year,  and  the  percentage  referred  for  treatment 
being  20-9  compared  with  21-4.  Progress  has  to  be  reported 
m regard  to  the  provision  of  facilities  for  dental  treatment. 
The  clinic  has  been  re-opened  in  Letchworth  and  a new  clinic 
has  been  opened  in  Hertford.  Arrangements  have  also  been 
made  with  local  dental  surgeons  to  carry  out  dental  treatment 
at  Royston,  Bishop’s  Stortford  and  Tring. 

Eighteen  cases  of  definite  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
recorded,  compared  with  28  cases  last  year  ; this  shows  a 
distinct  decrease. 

There  is  again  an  increase  in  the  number  of  children  referred 
for  treatment  for  enlarged  tonsils,  namely,  7-6  per  cent, 
compared  with  6 -3  per  cent  last  year.  With  regard  to  adenoids, 
the  number  referred  for  treatment  is  less,  namely,  1 *09, 
compared  with  1 -4  last  year.  There  is,  however,  an  increase  in 
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the  number  of  children  referred  for  treatment  for  tonsils  and 
adenoids  occurring  together,  the  percentage  being  3-9,  com- 
pared with  3-6  for  the  previous  year. 

Some  enlargement  of  the  cervical  or  submaxillary  glands 
was  found  in  14-0  per  cent,  compared  with  147  last  year.  Some 
enlargement  of  the  thyroid  gland  was  found  to  be  present  in 
47  children,  compared  with  61  last  year. 

The  percentage  of  children  referred  for  treatment  for 
defective  hearing  was  0-4,  the  same  as  last  year.  The  number 
of  children  with  deformities  was  116,  compared  with  12 1 last 
year,  the  percentage  referred  for  treatment,  being  0*5,  the  same 
as  last  year. 

The  results  obtained  in  the  treatment  of  defects  and 
minor  ailments  continue  to  be  satisfactory,  the  percentage 
of  defects  treated  being  77-8,  compared  with  76-1  last  year. 
The  percentage  for  Watford  was  91-9.  The  percentage  of 
defects  remedied  both  for  the  County  as  a whole  is  the  highest 
which  has  so  far  been  obtained.  This  indicates  that  good  results 
are  following  the  facilities  for  treatment  which  have  been 
provided  by  the  County  Council.  These  figures  also  reflect 
the  very  highest  credit  on  the  work  of  the  School  Nurse 
whose  patience,  tact,  and  untiring  efforts  in  following  up  and 
securing  treatment  in  the  case  of  minor  ailments  and  defects 
make  it  possible  to  obtain  the  satisfactory  results  given  above. 


APPENDIX  I. 

Statistics  of  Work  of  Medical  Inspection  for  the  Year. 
TABLE  I. — Return  of  Medical  Inspections  for  1926. 

A.  Routine  Medical  Inspections. 

Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections — 

Entrants  ....  5,394 

Intermediates  . . . 3,391 

Leavers  ....  4,561 

Total  . . 13,346 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections  25 

B.  Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  . 85 

Number  of  Re-inspections  . . 36 

121 


Total 


45 


TABLE  II. 

A.- — Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Year 

ended  31st  December,  1926, 


Defect  or  Disease. 


Malnutrition 
Uncleanliness- 
Head 
Body 


Skin 


Eye 


Ear 


Nose  and 
Throat 


culos 


s) 


t Ringworm — 

Head 
Body 
Scabies 
Impetigo 
lOther  diseases 
Blepharitis  . 

Conjunctivitis 
Keratitis 

Corneal  Opacities  . 

Defective  Vision 
Squint  . 

Other  Conditions  . 

[Defective  Hearing 
•I  Otitis  Media  . 

( Other  Ear  Diseases 
( Enlarged  Tonsils  . 

I Adenoids 

l Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoic 
(other  conditions 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non-Tube 
Defective  Speech 
Teeth— Dental  Diseases 
Heart 
Anaemia 

(Bronchitis 

-Lungj  • (Other  Non-Tuberculosis  Diseases 
(Pulmonary 
Definite  . 

Suspected 
Non -pulmonary — 

Glands 
Spine 
Hip 

Other  Bones  and  Joints 
Skin 

Other  forms 
xr  (Epilepsy 

Ne"0"s  J Chorea  . . 

System  | 0ther  conditions;  . 

Rickets  ...••• 
Deformities  . 

Thyroid  Glands  .... 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 


Tuberculosis- 


Routine 

Inspection. 


Specials. 


<D 


,<V 


1)  4-» 

G 

i~  <D 

r&  £ 

G ^ 

G <u 


bp 

•rj  "3 
2,  C 
5 13  o 

fi  D 5 

h;  SO 


n3 

V 


<s 

1) 


u 

V 


G 
G 

£ H 


196 

547  ! 

— 

— 

! 

175 

123 

3 

— 

153 

158 

2 

— 

3 

r 



— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

11 

1 

— 

— 

35 

20 

1 

— 

9 

20 

— 

— 

35 

12 

2 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

442 

481 

14 

4 

121 

73 

1 

2 

10 

11 

1 

— — 

51 

82 

9 

4 

— 

— 

2 | 

68 

32 

5 

3 

1019 

1625 

5 

4 

143 

110 

3 

2 

514 

273 

10 

— 

— 

— 

792 

1089 

2 

1 

48 

40 

— 

3 

2805 

2035 

4 

4 

70 

81 

1 

— 

75 

41 

1 

— 

7 

6 

— 

— 

64 

34 

1 

— 

9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

10 

— 

1 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

r 

■ 

— 

5 

3 

1 

21 

5 

— 

— 

25 

17 

1 

— 

63 

50 

3 

— . 

27 

20 

— 

— 

56 

86 

2 

2 

Number  requiring 

to  be  kept  under 

Observation. 
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B. — Number  of  Individual  Children  found  at  Routine  Inspection 
to  require  treatment  (excluding  Uncleanliness  and  Dental  Diseases). 


Group. 

Number  of  Children 

Percentage  of 
Children  found  to 
require  treatment. 

Inspected. 

Found  to  require 
treatment. 

Code  Groups — 

Entrants 

5,394 

1,159 

21-5 

Intermediates  . 

3,391 

785 

23T 

Leavers 

4,561 

890 

195 

Total  (code  groups) 

13,346 

2,834 

21-2 

Other  routine  inspec- 

tions  . 

25 

3 

120 

Table  III. — Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area. 


| 

Boys. 

j Girls. 

1 

! Total. 

Blind  (in- 

(i)  Suitable  for 

| Attending  Certified  Schools 

9 

4 

13 

eluding 

Training  in  a 

or  Classes  for  the  Blind 

partially 

School  or  Class 

Attending  Public  Element- 

— 

— 

— 

blind) 

for  the  totally 

ary  Schools 

blind 

At  other  Institutions 

■ 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

4 

1 

5 

(ii)  Suitable  for 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

training  in  a 

or  Classes  for  the  Blind 

School  or  Class 

Attending  Public  Element- 

— 

— 

— 

for  the  partially 

ary  Schools 

blind 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

— 

1 

Deaf  (in- 

(i)  Suitable  for 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

8 

15 

23 

eluding 

training  in  a 

or  Classes  for  the  Deaf 

Deaf  and 

School  or  Class 

Attending  Public  Element- 

3 

1 

4 

Dumb 

for  the  totally 

ary  Schools 

and  par- 

Deaf  or  Deaf  and 

At  other  Institutions 



— 

— 

tiallyDeaf) 

Dumb 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

! 

(ii)  Suitable  for 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

training  in  a 

or  Classes  for  the  Deaf 

School  or  Class 

Attending  Public  Element- 

— 

— 

— 

for  the  partially 

ary  Schools 

Deaf 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

1 

1 

Mentally 

Feeble-minded 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

78 

46 

124 

Defectives 

(cases  not  notified 

for  Mentally  Defective 

to  the  local 

Children 

Control  Authority) 

Attending  Public  Element- 

18 

14 

32 

ary  Schools 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

*• 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

1 

2 

Notified  to  the 

Feeble-minded 

3 

3 

6 

Local  Control 

Imbeciles 

5 

2 

7 

Authority  during 

Idiots 

1 

2 

3 

' 

the  year 

47 


j 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total.  1 

Epileptics 

Suffering  from 

Attending  Certified  Special 

2 

2 

1 

4 

severe  epilepsy 

Schools  for  Epileptics 

In  Institutions  other  than 





| 

Certified  Special  Schools 

Attending  Public  Element- 

— 





ary  Schools 

. 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

1 

()  1 

Suffering  from 

Attending  Public  Element- 

4 

3 

1 

7 

epilepsy  which  is 

ary  Schools 

not  severe 

At  no  School  or  Institution 



Physically 

Infectious  pul- 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium 





Defective 

monary  and 

Schools  approved  by  the 

glandular 

Ministry  of  Health  or  the 

tuberculosis 

Board 

At  other  Institutions 



. 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

1 

o 

Non -infectious 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium 

13 

11 

24 

but  active 

Schools  approved  by  the 

pulmonary  and 

Ministry  of  Health  or  the 

I 

glandular 

Board 

tuberculosis 

At  Certified  Residential 

- 





Open-air  Schools 

At  Certified  Day  Open-air 

— 

Schools 

At  Public  Elementary 

2 

1 

3 

Schools 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

14 

13 

27 

Delicate 

At  Certified  Residential 

— 

— 

children  (e.g. 

Open-air  Schools 

pre-  or  latent 

At  Certified  Day  Open-air 

— 

j 

tuberculosis,  mal- 

Schools 

nutrition,  debility, 

At  Public  Elementary 

613 

576 

1189 

anaemia,  etc.) 

Schools 

At  other  institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

17 

17 

34 

Active  non- 

At  Sanatoria  or  Hospital 

10 

7 

17 

pulmonary 

Schools  approved  by  the 

tuberculosis 

Ministry  of  Health  or  the 

Board 

At  Public  Elementary 

— 

— 

— 

Schools 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

4 

3 

7 

Crippled 

At  Certified  Hospital  Schools  : 

— 

i 

— 

children  (other 

At  Certified  Residential 

5 

3 

8 

than  those  with 

Cripple  Schools 

active  tubercu- 

At  Certified  Day  Cripple 

— 

— 

— 

lous disease),  e.g. 

Schools 

children  suffering 

At  Public  Elementary 

63 

72 

135 

from  paralysis, 

Schools 

etc.,  and  includ- 

At  other  Institutions 

4 

1 

5 

ing  those  with 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

— 

severe  heart 

disease 

. j 
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Table  IV. — Return  of  Defects  treated  during  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1926. 

TREATMENT  TABLE. 


Group  I.  Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  see 

Group  V). 


Defect  or  Disease. 

Number  of  defects  treated  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

Skin — - 

Ringworm — Scalp 

6 

17 

23 

Ringworm — Body 

12 

14 

26 

Scabies  ..... 

6 

13 

19 

Impetigo  .... 

70 

169 

239 

Other  Skin  Disease 

17 

36 

53 

Minor  Eye  Defects — 

(External  and  other,  but  ex- 

eluding  cases  falling  in  Group 

II.)  • • • • • 

6 

89 

95 

Minor  Ear  Defects  ... 

3 

61 

64 

Miscellaneous — - 

L 

(e.g.  minorinjuries,  bruises, sores, 

chilblains,  etc.) 

63 

648 

711 

Total 

183 

1047 

1230 

Group  II.  Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects 

TREATED  AS  MINOR  AILMENTS GROUP  I). 


Number  of  defects  dealt  with. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

1 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Submitted  to  re- 
fraction by  pri- 
vate practitioners 
or  at  hospital, 
apart  from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

| 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

Errors  of  Refraction 
(including  squint) 

(Operations  for  squint 
should  be  recorded 
separately  in  the  body 
of  the  Report)  . 

606 

606 

Other  Defect  or 

Disease  of  the  eyes 
(excluding  those  re- 
corded in  Group  I)  . 

Total  . 

606 

_ 

— 

606 
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Total  number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ....  655 

(b)  Otherwise  ........  — 

Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ....  655 

(b)  Otherwise  ........  — 

Group  III.  Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Received 
other  forms 
of  treatment 

Total 

number 

treated. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme,  in  Clinic 
or  Hospital. 

By  Private  Practitioner 
or  Hospital  apart  from 
the  Authority's  Scheme. 

Total. 

910 

— 

910 

— 

910 

Group  IV. — Dental  Defects. 


(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were  : — - 

(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist  at  the  following  Clinics  : St.  Albans, 
Hatfield,  Waltham  Cross,  Watford,  Stevenage,  and  Hitchin 
Dental  Clinics  ( County  Council). 


Routine  Age  Groups 
Specials  . 

Grand  Total 


Total  3,065 
1082 


4,147 


( b ) Found  to  require  treatment  ..... 

(c)  Actually  treated  ..••••• 

(d)  Re-treated  during  the  year  as  the  result  of  periodical 

examination  ....•••• 


2,867 


2,142 


| Inspection 
* \ Treatment 

14  \ 

358  f 

children  for  treatment 

• 

j Permanent  Teeth 
* [ Temporary  Teeth 

642  1 

393  ) 

j Permanent  Teeth 

699  | 

* ( Temporary  Teeth 

4,825  j 

(4)  Fillings 

(5)  Extractions 

(6)  Administration  of  genera 

( Permanent  Teeth  148  1 

(7)  Other  Operations  . { Temporary  Teeth  44  } 


Total 

372 

• 

3,966 

Total 

1,035 

Total 

5,524 

Q 

571 

Total 

192 

50 


(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were  : — 

(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist  at  the  Harpenden  Voluntary  Dental  Clime 


Routine  Age  Groups 

• • • 

Total 

106 

Specials 

• 

• • • 

128 

Grand  Total  . 

• 

• • • 

234 

(b)  Found  to  require  treatment 

• • • 

798 

(c)  Actually  treated 

• • • 

• • • 

176 

(d)  Re-treated  during  the  year  as  the  result  of  per  iodical 

examination 

• • • 

• • • 

— 

(2)  Half-days  devoted  to  . 

j Inspection 
( Treatment 

30  } T°tal 

32 

(3)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

♦ • • 

287 

(4)  Fillings 

( Permanent  Teeth 
( Temporary  Teeth 

SO  } Total 

59 

(5)  Extractions 

j Permanent  Teeth 
{ Temporary  Teeth 

421  ! Total 

466 

(6)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  Extractions 

28 

(7)  Other  operations. 

f Permanent  Teeth 
\ Temporary  Teeth 

^ } Total 

20 

(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were  : — 

(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist  at  the  Welwyn  Voluntary  Dental  Clinic. 
Routine  Age  Groups  ....  Total  — 

Specials  .........  184 


Grand  Total  . 

• • 

184 

(b)  Found  to  require  treatment 

• • 

179 

( c ) Actually  treated  ..... 

• • 

168 

(d)  Re-treated  during  the  year  as  the  result  of  periodical 

examination  ..... 

• • 

— - 

(2)  Half-days  devoted  to  . j treatment  15 

| Total 

15 

(3)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  . 

• • 

205 

...  ~n.  /"Permanent  Teeth  2 

(4)  Fillings  . . . |Temporary  Teeth  , 

j-  Total 

3 

„ , , . f Permanent  Teeth  132 

(5)  Extractions  . . |Temporary  Teeth  325 

| Total 

457 

(6)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  Extractions  . 

177 

„ ..  f Permanent  Teeth  2 

(7)  Other  Operations  . (Xemporary  Teeth  _ 

^ Total 

12 

(1)  Number  of  children  who  were  : — 

(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist  at  the  Welwyn  Garden  City 

Voluntary 

Dental  Clinic. 

Routine  Age  Groups  ....  Total 

214 

Specials  ....... 

• 

— 

Grand  Total  ..... 

• 

214 

(b)  Found  to  require  treatment 

• 

145 

( c ) Actually  treated  ..... 

• 

112 

(d)  Re- treated  during  the  year  as  the  result  of  periodical 

examination  ...... 

• 

— 

51 


(2) 

Half-days  devoted  to  . -| 

flnspection 

^Treatment 

3\ 

22/ 

Total 

25 

(3) 

Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

• « 

• 

245 

(4) 

r;njn „„  f Permanent  Teeth 

Fillings  . . • 1 Temporary  Teeth 

46  ) 
101  f 

Total 

147 

(5) 

Extractions  . . j 

f Permanent  Teeth 
( Temporary  Teeth 

12) 
170  j 

Total 

182 

(6) 

Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  Extractions  . 

40 

(7) 

Other  operations.  . < 

( Permanent  Teeth 
( Temporary  Teeth 

12) 
38  f 

Total 

50 

1.  Number  of  children  who  were  inspected  during  the  year  at  Schools 
outside  the  Clinic  Areas  : — 


Radlett  . . Inspected 

Requiring  treatment 

London  Colney  Inspected 

Requiring  treatment 

Ashwell,  Hinxworth,  and  Newnham. 

Inspected 

Requiring  treatment 

Wheathampstead. 

Inspected 

Requiring  treatment 


201 

125 

213 

146 


165 

100 


210 

167 


l.  Total  number  inspected  . 


789 


Total  number  found  to  require  treatment 


53S 


Group  V. — Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year 

by  the  School  Nurses  ......  15 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools 
by  the  School  Nurses  (includes  examinations  and  re- 
examinations) .......  228,431 


(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  but  not 

verminous  ........  1,902 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  children  found  verminous  * . 302 

(v)  Number  of  times  children  have  been  cleansed  and 
re-cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Local 
Education  Authority  ......  3,024 

(vi)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  . . . Nil 

( b ) Under  School  Attendance  Bye-laws  . Nil 
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